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Descriptive summary
ID COU-AMRC-1
Title The American Music Research Center records
Date(s) 1969-present
Creator(s) American Music Research Center
Repository The American Music Research Center

University of Colorado at Boulder
288 UCB
Boulder, CO 80309

Location Housed in the American Music Research Center
Physical Description 10 linear feet (32 boxes)

Scope and Contents
Records of the American Music Research Center, founded by Sister Mary Dominic Ray (1913
—1994) at Dominican College (1969), acquired by the University of Colorado at Boulder
(1989), including catalogues, publicity materials, research records, correspondence, business
and transaction records, finding aids, photographs, scrapbooks, board records and event
documentation. Includes materials from Dominican College and the University of Colorado at
Boulder.

Administrative Information
Arrangement
Collection is arranged by Series I (1969-1988), Series II (1989-present), Series III (Other
Related Materials), and alphabetically by topic.

Access
The collection is open for research.

Publication Rights
All requests for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts must be submitted in writing to
the American Music Research Center.

Preferred Citation
[Identification of item], American Music Research Center records, University of Colorado,
Boulder
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Index Terms
Access points related to this collection:

Corporate names
American Music Research Center
American Music Research Center -- Archives

History of the American Music Research Center
The AMRC began in late 1958 when Sister Mary Dominic Ray of Domincan College,
San Rafael, California, became interested in preserving the history of American music,
especially Moravian Music. By the fall of 1967, with her continuous research, determination,
perserverance, and personal collecting of early American sheet music, recordings, books,
and original tune books, the AMRC became official. Sister Mary convinced the Dominican
College president, chairman of the Music Department, and the Northern District of the California
Federation of Music Clubs to sponsor and support the AMRC.

The formal opening was February 18, 1968, with “Tea and Tour” and lecture. From that time
on the AMRC collections grew in Moravian Music, Comic Operas, 18th and 19th C. psalmody,
California mission music, American sheet music and scores, and recordings. Sister Mary
coordinated and promoted many American musical performances. She lectured extensively in
the U.S. and England on many American music topics.

Due to Sister Mary’s failing health and Dominican College’s lack of interest and support of the
AMRC, in 1988, Sister Mary contacted several universities about purchasing the entire AMRC
and keeping it as an intact entity. The University of Colorado was indeed interested and had the
financial backing to complete the transfer.

Prof. William Kearns and Music Librarian Karl Kroeger went to San Rafael, Ca., in January
1989, to pack and ship the entire AMRC to its new home in Boulder, Co. The AMRC doubled
CU’s 18th and 19th C. tune books and other American music collections. CU immediately added
the Ben Gray Lumpkin Folksong Collection, prominent Colorado composers Cecil Effinger and
Normand Lockwood Collections, and the Alvin Layton silent film music collection to the AMRC.

Dir. William Kearns began publishing the AMRC Journal in 1991, with academic papers on
American music. Dir. Kearns continued to encourage performances of American music including
the Harrison-Wolzien Duo CD, the Erich Katz and Cecil Effinger memorial concerts and a
concert using sheet music from the Morris Dry Collection.

In the fall of 1992, a new director, Prof. Thomas Riis, began a new era in the AMRC. He
continued the fellows program with Dr. Helen Walker-Hill, Dr. Harry Eskew, and Dr. Susan
Porter. He also continued and expanded the AMRC Journal. Concerts and festivals expanded
hosting the Modern Music Festival, the Rocky Mountain Ragtime Festival, the Charles Eakin
70th Birthday concert, a College of Music Heritage Conference, and collaborative programs with
other Centers.
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Acquisitions poured in including the John & Anna Gillespie piano music, Lillian Kessler 19th
C. sheet music, George Lynn, Perry Como, Dave Grusin, Jean Berger, and the Walter Collins
College Songbook collections.

Director Tom Riis formed the AMRC Advisory Board who supported the many activities. In 1995,
the AMRC began the Susan Porter Memorial Symposium series. These became an international
conference series with topics such as: 1995 “American Music-American Women”, 1998 “Early
American Musical Theater”, 2001 “Hollywood Musicals and Music in Hollywood”, and 2004
“Nadia Boulanger and American Music”.

In 1999, a full-time Archivist was assigned to the AMRC to organize collections and create
finding aids for better access. The AMRC expanded their facilities in 2002 with a move to Macky
Auditorium on the CU campus. With this expansion the vast Glenn Miller Archive, under the
direction of Alan Cass, became part of the AMRC.

During the first 10 years at the University of Colorado, AMRC collections supported at least
10 Ph.D. dissertations. The American Music Research Center continues to be a rare music
resource dedicated to exploring and preserving the rich traditions of American music – classical,
traditional, and popular.
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Detailed Description

AMRC 1969–1988, Dominican College, California
Box Folder
1 1 AMRC Catalog, 1988
1 2 AMRC Catalog, 1988
1 3 AMRC Directory Listings, 1969–1987
1 4 AMRC Grant Applications
1 5 AMRC History of Sister Mary Dominic Ray
1 6 AMRC Logo
1 7 AMRC Music in Sister Mary Dominic Ray Collection (by composer)
1 8 AMRC Programs, 1969–1986
1 9 AMRC Publicity, 1966–1972
1 10 AMRC Publicity, 1973–1979
10 1 Map Orders
10 2 Moravian Music
10 3 Musical Theater Program Collections
10 4 New World Recorded Anthology of American Music, Index to
10 5 Permissions (for publication)
10 6 Pulitzer Prizes in Music, 1943–2006
10 7 Recommendations, Letters of
10 8 Record Notes (LP)
10 9 Research Trips
10 10 Subscription Receipts, 1970–1974
10 11 Subscription Receipts, 1974–1978
10 12 Subscription Receipts, 1978–1981
10 13 Subscription Receipts, 1981–1988
10 14 Swall, Corinne, Collection
10 15 University of Colorado – Transfer of Ownership
11 1 American Music Center, New York
11 2 American Musical Instrument Society, South Dakota
11 3 Arnold’s Archives, Michigan
11 4 Bodleian Library, England
11 5 Book Club of California
11 6 British Library, England
11 7 British Scholars, England
11 8 DaCapo Press, Inc., New York
11 9 Darrow Foundation, California
11 10 DeYoung Memorial Museum, California
11 11 Kennedy, J. F., Center for the Performing Arts, 1974–1976
11 12 Landmarks Society, California
11 13 Music Library Association
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11 14 Musical America, New York
11 15 Musical Museum, New York
11 16 National Federation of Music Clubs
11 17 New York Public Library
11 18 RISM – Repertoire International des Sources Musicales
11 19 Sibley Library, New York
11 20 Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.
11 21 Theodore Front Musical Literature, Inc.
11 22 Tulane University, New Orleans, LA
11 23 University of California, Berkeley
11 24 University of Exeter, England
11 25 University of Illinois
11 26 University of Kansas
11 27 University of Missouri
11 28 University of Oxford, England
11 29 University of York, England
11 30 Welte Legacy of Piano Treasures
12 1 Photos – Actors/Actresses

Calre, Emma
Eames, Emma
Greenfield, Elizabeth, 19th C.
Hodgkinson, Mrs., 18th C.

12 2 Photos – Bibles, Psalters, Tune Books
Village Harmony, 1818
Shaker Hymnal, 1899
Slave Songs, 1867
Tunes
Union Harmony, 1793
Royal Melody, 1767
Dwight’s Journal of Music, 1865
Vocal Magazine, 1784
York Tune, c. 1726
Book of Psalms, 1599
Antiphonarium, 1620
Bay, 1737
Easy Instructor, 1818
Bible, 1599
Columbian Centennial, 1792
Psalms of David, 1787

12 3 Photos – Comic Operas
Two plays: Devil’s Bridge, Man In Mourning for Himself, 1816
Padlock, 1768
Rosina, n.d.
Three plays: Birth Day, Spoiled Child, Raymond and Agnes, 1799
Two plays: Love in a Village, At Home, 1813
Two plays: Castle-Spectre, No Song No Supper, 1798
Mock Doctor, n.d.
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Two plays: Haunted Tower, Tit for Tat, 1794
Two plays: Hob in the Well, He Would Be a Soldier, 1786
Lord of the Manor, 1781
Beggar’s Opera, 1771
Flora, an Opera, 1736
Italian Monk, 1797
New Rehearsal, 1772
Jovial Crew, 1774
Love in a Village, 1791
Maid of the Mill, 1791
Midas, 1768

12 4 Photos – Composers / Compilers
Krueger, Karl
Shields, William
Dibdin, Mr. – Portrait
Dibdin, Mr. – Mock Italian Song
Comenius, Johan Amos – Orbis Picture, 1642
Braham, Mr. – Thirty Thousand
Braham, Mr. – Narem Sky
Braham, Mr. – Artaxerxes & Drury Lane
Braham, Mr. – Argenide e Serse
Braham, Mr. – English Fleet
Braham, Mr. – False Alarms
Braham, Mr. – Kais or Love in the Deserts

12 5 Photos – Dominican College of San Rafael, CA
Harrison, Lou
Unidentified female, 1982
Sister Mary Dominic Ray, 1985
Dominican College, California

12 6 Photos – Moravian Music
12 7 Photos – Musical Instruments

Clavichord, 1765
Violins, 15th – 18th C.
Spinet, Double, 1600
Spinet, 1561
Clavicytherium (upright harpsichord) 17th C.

13 1 Awards 1958-1977
13 2 Scrapbook, 1959–1966
13 3 Scrapbook, 1968–1969
13 4 Scrapbook, 1969–1976
13 5 Scrapbook, 1968–1980
14 1 Scrapbook, 1975–1987
14 2 Scrapbook of Rare Holdings – Comic Operas/Miscellaneous
14 3 Scrapbook of Rare Holdings – Tune Books/Psalmody
2 1 AMRC Publicity, 1980–1987
2 2 AMRC Rare Materials
2 3 AMRC Recordings (LP’s, 78’s, Rolls)
2 4 Sister Mary Dominic Ray
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2 5 Visitors, 1968 (Feb.)–1988 (Oct.)
2 6 Visitors, 1968–1976
3 1 “Annotated Bibliography of Rare and Unusual Materials in the AMRC” by

Sister Angela Breeden, 1983
3 2 Benefactors
3 3 Book & Music Orders & Orders & Catalogs (Misc.)
3 4 Book Dealers – Bailey, S. Eugene
3 5 Book Dealers – Belwin Mills Publishing Co.
3 6 Book Dealers – Blackwell’s, Ltd.
3 7 Book Dealers – Broude Brothers, Ltd.
3 8 Book Dealers – Canadian Music Centre
3 9 Book Dealers – Genealogical Publishing Co.
3 10 Book Dealers – Library of Congress
3 11 Book Dealers – Lubrano, J. & J.
4 1 Book Dealers – Salloch, William
4 2 Book Dealers – Miscellaneous
4 3 Business Addresses
4 4 Card Catalog by Composer & Title, 1993
4 5 Check Request, 1977–1982
4 6 Check Request, 1983–1988
4 7 Contracts, 1981
4 8 Consultants
4 9 Correspondence, 1965-1988
5 1 Correspondence – Anderson, Gillian
5 2 Correspondence – Andrews, R.
5 3 Correspondence – Arsenault, James
5 4 Correspondence – Boynton, Patricia
5 5 Correspondence – Brasmer, William
5 6 Correspondence – Bruce, Neely
5 7 Correspondence – Bushnell, Vinson
5 8 Correspondence – Buechner, Alan
5 9 Correspondence – Cantrell, Barton
5 10 Correspondence – Chase Gilbert
5 11 Correspondence – Chasins, Abram
5 12 Correspondence – Cooke, Nym
5 13 Correspondence – Corn, Edward
5 14 Correspondence – Crawford, Richard
5 15 Correspondence – Davies, Louise M.
5 16 Correspondence – Dennison, Sam
5 17 Correspondence – Dox, Thurston J.
5 18 Correspondence – Eskew, Harry
5 19 Correspondence – Frankenstein, Alfred
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5 20 Correspondence – Gillespie, John
5 21 Correspondence – Gilmore, Bob
5 22 Correspondence – Glickman, Sylvia
5 23 Correspondence – Gaellner, Theodor
5 24 Correspondence – Gormley, Sister Regina
5 25 Correspondence – Gruenberg, George
5 26 Correspondence – Gusllin, C.
6 1 Correspondence – Hall, Roger
6 2 Correspondence – Haubiel, Charles
6 3 Correspondence – Hertelendy, Paul
6 4 Correspondence – Hitchcock, H. Wiley
6 5 Correspondence – Horton, Randal K.
6 6 Correspondence – Housewright, Wiley
6 7 Correspondence – Husarik, Stephen
6 8 Correspondence – Jerde, Curtis D.
6 9 Correspondence – Johnson, H. Earle
6 10 Correspondence – Johnson, Rose-Marie
6 11 Correspondence – Kearns, William
6 12 Correspondence – Keller, Kate V. W.
6 13 Correspondence – Kingman, Daniel
6 14 Correspondence – Krauss, Anne McClenny
6 15 Correspondence – Kroeger, Karl
6 16 Correspondence – Krohn, Ernst C.
6 17 Correspondence – Krueger, Karl
6 18 Correspondence – Krummel, Donald
6 19 Correspondence – Kuralt, Charles
6 20 Correspondence – LePerriere, Renee J.
6 21 Correspondence – Levy, Lester
6 22 Correspondence – Library of Congress
6 23 Correspondence – Loring, William C.
6 24 Correspondence – McCorkle, Donald M.
6 25 Correspondence – McKinley, Ann
6 26 Correspondence – Marrocco, W. T.
6 27 Correspondence – Millar, John F.
6 28 Correspondence – Norton, Kay
6 29 Correspondence – Peacock, Rev. Peter
6 30 Correspondence – Perrin, Peter
6 31 Correspondence – Porter, Susan
7 1 Correspondence – Rabson, Carolyn
7 2 Correspondence – Ralston, J. L.
7 3 Correspondence – Riis, Tom
7 4 Correspondence – Root, Deane L.
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7 5 Correspondence – Sadie, Stanley
7 6 Correspondence – Sawyer, William
7 7 Correspondence – Schnabel, Artur
7 8 Correspondence – Stevenson, Robert
7 9 Correspondence – Sporny, V. W.
7 10 Correspondence – Sunshine, Adrian
7 11 Correspondence – Swall, Corinne
7 12 Correspondence – Tawa, Nicholas
7 13 Correspondence – Temperley, Nicholas
7 14 Correspondence – Terri, Salli
7 15 Correspondence – Virga, Patricia
7 16 Correspondence – Williams, Ronald R.
7 17 Correspondence – Zimmerman, Elena
8 1 Correspondence – Scholars, 1960–1969
8 2 Correspondence – Scholars, 1970–1973
8 3 Correspondence – Scholars, 1974
8 4 Correspondence – Scholars, 1975–1976
8 5 Correspondence – Scholars, 1977–1978
8 6 Correspondence – Scholars, 1979–1980
8 7 Correspondence – Scholars, 1981
8 8 Correspondence – Scholars, 1982–1985
8 9 Correspondence – Scholars, 1986–1987
8 10 Dominican College – President’s Office
8 11 Endorsements (for AMRC for Publication)
8 12 Expenses, 1968–1969
8 13 Finding Aid, Pt. I
8 14 Finding Aid, Pt. II
8 15 Finding Aid, Pt. III
8 16 Finding Aid – Choral, Tune Books, Vocal, 1990
8 17 Finding Aid – Early Opera Collection
9 1 Financials, 1975–1982
9 2 Financials, 1983
9 3 Financials, 1984
9 4 Financials, 1985
9 5 Financials, 1986
9 6 Financials, 1987
9 7 Financials, 1988
9 8 Financials – Memberships, 1975–1988
9 9 Fundraising, 1967–1974
9 10 Gifts, 1968–1969
9 11 Gifts, 1969–1977
9 12 Gifts, 1978
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9 13 Gifts, 1979
9 14 Gifts, 1980
9 15 Gifts, 1981
9 16 Gifts, 1982
9 17 Gifts, 1983
9 18 Gifts, 1984
9 19 Gifts, 1985
9 20 Gifts, 1986
9 21 Gifts, 1987
9 22 Gifts, 1988
9 23 Gifts – Summary, 1970–1988
9 24 “Gloria Dei” The Story of California Mission Music by Sister Mary Dominic

Ray, 1975
9 25 Income Estimates, 1974–1975
9 26 Lecture Notes – Sister Mary, 1967–1985

AMRC 1989–present, University of Colorado at Boulder
Box Folder
1 1 Activity Reports, 1989–1999
1 2 Acquisitions, 1988
1 3 Acquisitions, 1989
1 4 Acquisitions, 1990–2000
1 5 Advisory Board Committees
1 6 Advisory Board Members, 1999– present
1 7 Advisory Board Members Vitas
1 8 Advisory Board Members Minutes 1999-present
1 9 Advisory Board Retreats
1 10 Agreement (Music & Libraries), 1991
1 11 Appraisal, 1996
10 1 Program Planning, 1989–present
10 2 Publicity, 1989–present
10 3 Ragtime Sheet Music in Collection
10 4 Research Fellowship Applicants, 1992
10 5 Research Fellowship Applicants, 1993–2002
10 6 Research Fellowship Applications
10 7 Research Registration Forms, 1999 (March)–2006 (June)
11 1 Research Requests, 1989
11 2 Research Requests, 1990
11 3 Research Requests, 1991
11 4 Research Requests, 1992
11 5 Research Requests, 1993
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11 6 Research Requests, 1994
11 7 Research Requests, 1995
11 8 Research Requests, 1996
11 9 Research Requests, 1997–1999
12 1 Research Requests, 1999 (July)–2000 (June)
12 2 Research Requests, 2000 (July)–2001 (June)
12 3 Research Requests, 2001 (July)–2002 (June)
12 4 Research Requests, 2002 (July)–2003 (June)

Portion A-H
12 5 Research Requests, 2002 (July)–2003 (June)

Portion I-Z
13 1 Research Requests, 2003 (July)–2004 (June)

Portion A-F
13 2 Research Requests, 2003 (July)–2004 (June)

Portion G-Z
13 3 Research Requests, 2004 (July)–2005 (June)
14 1 Sponsored Events, Colorado Folk life Festival, 1984
14 2 Sponsored Events, Colorado Folk life Festival, 1985
14 3 Sponsored Events, Colorado Folk life Festival, 1989
14 4 Sponsored Events, Festival of American Song, 1990
14 5 Sponsored Events, Harp of Columbia Singer, 1990
14 6 Sponsored Events, 1990–1993
14 7 Sponsored Events, Harrison-Wolzier Duo, 1991
14 8 Sponsored Events, Rocky Mountain Ragtime Festival, 1992–1999
14 9 Sponsored Events, 1994–1999
15 1 Sponsored Events, 2000
15 2 Sponsored Events, 2001
15 3 Sponsored Events, Marianiello/Reas CD, 2001
15 4 Sponsored Events, Marianiello/Reas CD (Music & Tape), 2001
15 5 Sponsored Events, 2002–2003
16 1 Sponsored Events, 2004–2005
16 2 Sponsored Events, Glenn Miller 100th Anniversary, 2004
16 3 Volunteers
16 4 Opening of AMRC at CU, March 13, 1990

Format VHS
16 5 “Say It With Music” Introduction by Prof. William Kearns & Main

Performance, March 13, 1990
Format VHS

16 6 Opening of AMRC at CU “Say It With Music” Introduction by Prof. William
Kearns & Main Performance, March 13, 1990, March 13, 1990

Format Cassette
2 1 Annual Reports
2 2 Awards
2 3 Brochures
2 4 Budget, 1989–present
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2 5 By-Laws, 1999–present
2 6 Comic Operas (Ballad Operas)
2 7 Correspondence, 1991–1998
2 8 Correspondence, 1999–present
2 9 Correspondence – Bogard, Donna
2 10 Correspondence – Carol, Bonnie
2 11 Director – Kearns, William
2 12 Director – Riis, Tom
2 13 Displays, 1989–present
3 1 Felsted, Samuel – “Jonah”, 1988
3 2 Felsted, Samuel – “Jonah”, 1990
3 3 Financial, 1989–1995
3 4 Financial (Acct. Rec. Pd/Unpaid), 1996–1998
3 5 Financial, 1999–present
3 6 Fundraising
3 7 Gifts (Acquisition Lists), 1989–1993
3 8 Gifts ($, Misc. material), 1989–1991
3 9 Gifts ($, Misc. material), 1992–1998
3 10 Gifts ($, Misc. material), 1999–2005
4 1 Graduate Student Use
4 2 Grant Proposals, 1989–1992
4 3 Handouts
4 4 Heritage Conference – History of Music Library, Oct 3, 1998
4 5 Heritage Conference – Planning Material, Oct 3, 1998
4 6 Heritage Conference – Tape Recording of Conference, Oct 3, 1998
4 7 Heritage Conference – Tape Transcriptions, Oct 3, 1998
4 8 Journal – AMRC
5 1 Macky Move (pt. 1), 2001
5 2 Macky Move (pt. 2), 2001
5 3 Miller, Glenn, Archive
5 4 Most Frequently Asked Questions about AMRC
5 5 News from AMRC, William Kearns, Director, 1989–Fall 1992
5 6 News from AMRC, Tom Riis, Director, 1993 (fall)–98/99 (winter)
5 7 News from AMRC, Tom Riis, Director, 1999 (spring)–2002 (summer)
6 1 Opening, 1990 (January–March)
6 2 Opening, 1990 (April–December)
6 3 Opening – Guests & RSVP’s
6 4 Opening – Invitation, Program, Kearn’s Talk
6 5 Opening – Calendars, 1989–1994
6 6 Opening – Publicity, 1989–1990
6 7 Opening – Symposium “Why American Music”
6 8 Outreach
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6 9 Performers – Bjaland, Lief
6 10 Performers – Karlin, Fred
7 1 Photos – Beginnings, 1989–1990
7 2 Photos – Concerts & Exhibits, 1990
7 3 Photos – Concerts & Exhibits, 1991–92
7 4 Photos – Events – Porter Symposium, 2001
7 5 Photos – Events – Advisory Board Retreat, 2002
7 6 Photos – Events – Friend Raiser, Nick Perito (Perry Como), 2002
7 7 Photos – Events – Exhibits, 2003–2004
7 8 Photos – Facilities
7 9 Photos – Slides & Transparencies
8 1 Porter Symposium I – American Music, American Women, 1995
8 2 Porter Symposium II – Early American Musical Theater, 1998
8 3 Porter Symposium III – Hollywood Musicals – Abstracts, 2001
8 4 Porter Symposium III – Hollywood Musicals – Handouts, 2001
8 5 Porter Symposium III – Hollywood Musicals – Samples, 2001
9 1 Porter Symposium III – Hollywood Musicals – Sample Folder, 2001
9 2 Porter Symposium III – Hollywood Musicals – Working Papers, 2001
9 3 Porter Symposium IV – Nadia Boulanger – Biographical Information, 2004
9 4 Porter Symposium IV – Nadia Boulanger – Correspondence, 2004
9 5 Porter Symposium IV – Nadia Boulanger – Exhibits (Art Museum), 2004
9 6 Porter Symposium IV – Nadia Boulanger – Programs, 2004
9 7 Porter Symposium IV – Nadia Boulanger – Publicity, 2004
9 8 Porter Symposium IV, – Nadia Boulanger – Students of Nadia Boulanger/

Abstracts, 2004
9 9 Porter Symposium IV – Nadia Boulanger – Working Papers, 2004

Related materials
Box Folder
1 1 Center of the American West
1 2 Center of the American West, “Listening to the West”
1 3 Center for Black Music Research, Columbia College, Chicago, IL
1 4 Colorado Friends of Old Time Music and Dance (CFOOTMAD)
1 5 Composers – Buck, Dudley
1 6 Davis & Elkins College, Elkin, West Virginia
1 7 Denver, CO, Chamber Orchestra
2 1 Michigan Center for Creative Studies
2 2 Missouri, University of (Kansas City), Conservatory of Music
2 3 Mont Alto Ragtime and Tango Orchestra
2 4 Newsletters (Other Music Repositories)
2 5 Ragtime Society of Colorado
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2 6 Recording Catalogs


