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FRAMING DESIRE� DISPLAYING DISTANCE 

 

Pg]d]h<Y 

 

I injend jo dainj a hegieh of qall�hcale qogkh fog ms jhehih erhibijion� I am addlsing jo jhe MFA Ercellence in 

Reheagch Micgo Gganj jo geheagch dihdlas mejhodh fog ms jhehih erhibijion qogk� Erdegimenjing qijh fgaming 

odjionh qill alloq me jo kdhold and hjgengjhen jhe ideah in jhe qogk and cgeaje jhe mohj imdacjfkl 

erdegience fog jhe pieqeg�  

 

I am a ckggenj Dgaqing and Painjing MFA hjkdenj in jhe Dedagjmenj of Agj and Agj Hihjogs� and ms geheagch 

erdlogeh landhcade� hoq an kndeghjanding of landhcade ih fgagmenjed jhgokgh media and memogs� and hoq 

dehige ih dgojecjed onjo dihjanj dlaceh� I moped jo Cologado aj jhe hjagj of ÃÁÂÇ fgom ms homejoqn on jhe 

Gklf Coahj of Flogida� Thih mope led me jo geflecj hoq a dlace ih erdegienced in hijk and aj a dihjance� I dainj jo 

conhideg hoq jhe Flogida coahjal landhcade can erihj in a mkljijkde of qash on one dhshical dlane� Fog ms 

jhehih erhibijion� jhe pieqeg qill be inpijed jo accehh a knifke erdegience apailable in fgonj of jhe dainjing� jkhj 

ah erdegiencing a landhcade ih immeghipe in deghon� ah comdaged jo a landhcade on a hcgeen� ​Eramdleh of 

gecenj qogk can be pieqed hege� ​hjjdh���qqq�madelinejob�com� ​�  
 

In jhehe dainjingh� I laseg media and jhen qahh and hcgade jhe hkgface� Thih acjion of ercapajion leapeh onls a 

jgace of jhe magkh ogiginalls made and gelajeh jo deghonal and ckljkgal memogs of dlace� home magkh gemain 

embedded� qhile ojhegh hape a fleejing erihjence� The acj of bkilding�kd and gemoping majegial ih diffegenj on 

diffegenj hkgfaceh� Canpah� dadeg� and fabgic all geacj diffegenjls� I dlan jo erdloge jhe odjion of making bojh 

qogkh on dadeg and qogkh on canpah fog ms jhehih erhibijion in Sdging ÃÁÃÃ� Lagge�hcale dainjingh behj alloq 

jhe pieqeg jo feel engklfed bs an image� himilag jo jhe qas qe age engklfed bs a landhcade qhen erdegiencing 

ij� Hoqepeg� jhe cohj of dihdlasing lagge qogkh of agj ih jsdicalls high� Canpah ih jsdicalls jhe mohj accehhible in 

jegmh of jhe cohj of hjgejching a canpah and hjgejcheg bagh� Padeg� ah a delicaje and ogganic majegial� qill noj 

gemain jhe hame opeg jime knlehh fgamed in an agchipal manneg� The fabgic I khe ih alho mkch lighjeg and moge 

delicaje jhan canpah� and jhegefoge qokld jeag og qeag in kndehiged qash if hjgejched� and ih behj dihdlased in 

a fgame�  

 

While addlsing fog fknding fog homejhing ah mkndane�heeming ah fgaming majegialh and hegpiceh mighj heem 

ill�adpihed� I qokld aggke ij ih ansjhing bkj� The dihdlas of an image can ggeajls imdacj jhe delipegs of jhe idea 

jhaj a qogk of agj ih commknicajing� A hegieh of fgameh fgagmenjing a lagge image cokld hdeak jo fgagmenjed 

henheh of landhcade and hdace in jhe age of hcgolling and jhe digijal erdegience� and fgagmenjed memogieh of 

dlaceh erdegienced in jhe dahj� A qogk on dadeg dinned og magnejjed jo jhe qall ih noj a bad jhing� bkj a qogk 

on dadeg behind glahh og dleriglah� qhen jhe idea jhe qogk delipegh ih one abokj dehige� dihjance� and 

inaccehhibilijs� ih mkch moge doqegfkl�  

 

I dlan jo erdegimenj inijialls qijh dleriglah ah a fgaming majegial qhich qill alloq lagge dgaqingh jo floaj 

qijhokj being joo conjained� I qill alho qogk digecjls qijh fgamegh in jhe Denpeg mejgo agea jo fgame lagge 

dgaqingh in hegmenjh and� if dohhible� ah a qhole� Idealls� jhehe fgameh qill be jhin and nekjgal in colog� ah jo 

https://www.madelinejob.com/


Madeline J]b ♦ Fall ÃÁÃÁ MFA Ercellence in Reheagch Micg] Gganj 

 

 

n]j dihjgacj fg]m jhe image jhe fgame h]ldh� I qill khe jhe gehkljh fg]m jhehe inijial dg]jecjh j] dejegmine 

fkgjheg erdegimenjh� and finalls� j] dejegmine jhe dihdlas and inhjallaji]n dlan f]g ms jhehih hh]q� 

 

Ms g]al afjeg ggadkaje hch]]l ih j] bec]me a dg]fehhi]nal� erhibijing agjihj� I mej qijh a Denpeg�bahed ckgaj]g 

lahj Sdging qh] hkggehjed jhaj I dejegmine h]q I q]kld like ms q]gk dihdlased and j] q]gk qijh fgamegh j] 

leagn� Kn]qing ]dji]nh f]g dg]fehhi]nal dihdlas ]f ms dgaqingh and dainjingh� and haping eramdleh geadils 

apailable� qill dem]nhjgaje j] gallegihjh and ckgaj]gh jhaj I am cadable ]f m]knjing a hh]q�  

 

The fknding I am dg]pided qijhin jhe Dgaqing and Painjing agea all]qh me j] das f]g ms liping erdenheh and 

geckgging hjkdi] erdenheh ¥dadeg� dahjel� dainj� canpah� ejc�¦� Ah I kndeghjand ij� gallegieh qill ]fjen dg]pide 

fkndh f]g fgaming and dihdlas j] agjihjh qh]he q]gk jhes dlan j] hh]q in jhe f]gm ]f a l]an� Th]he c]hjh age 

made back jhg]kgh jhe hale ]f jhe agjihj�h q]gk� Ah jhe Agj and Agj Hihj]gs Dedagjmenj ih knable j] dg]pide 

fkndh f]g erdegimenjaji]n and dihdlas ¥]kjhide ]f n]gmal hjkdi] c]hjh qhich I can das fg]m ms hjidend¦� I am 

h]ding j] fknd jhih dg]jecj qijh jhe aim ]f haping jhe m]hj imdacjfkl jhehih hh]q d]hhible� I dlan j] inpije 

ckgaj]gh fg]m jhe Denpeg mejg] agea j] ms hjkdi] ¥pigjkalls and in�degh]n� d]hj�c]pid¦ f]g hjkdi] pihijh and 

c]npeghaji]nh ag]knd ms q]gk� ah qell ah j] ms jhehih hh]q� 

 

The Fall ÃÁÃÁ MFA Ercellence in Reheagch Micg] Gganj qill all]q me j] dihdlas ms q]gk in a qas jhaj ih b]jh 

idea�hjgengjhening and dg]fehhi]nal� I�pe dejegmined jhaj jhih ih imdegajipe jhg]kgh ms geheagch aj agj faigh� 

gallegieh� in hjkdi] pihijh� and ]nline� The d]jenjial imdacj ]f jhih gganj ih lagge� On a cl]he jimeline� kn]qing 

h]q j] dihdlas ms q]gk qill alh] jake jhaj fkehji]n ]kj ]f ms jhehih�dlanning dg]cehh� I qill dg]d]he ms ideah 

f]g ms jhehih hh]q j] ms c]mmijjee in Fall ÃÁÃÂ� h] f]g jhe nerj seag� jhih ih ]ne ]f ms biggehj jechnical 

fkehji]nh� The dihdlas hh]kld hkdd]gj ms idea and be h]mejhing jhaj can be fabgicajed and hcaled kd� Bes]nd 

ms jhehih hh]q� jhe kn]qledge and erdegience gained jhg]kgh jhih erdegimenjaji]n qill held j] dape​ jhe qas 

j]qagdh a cageeg ah a hjkdi] agjihj​�  
 

I h]de j] fknd jhih dg]jecj qell bef]ge ms jhehih hemehjeg ]f Sdging ÃÁÃÃ j] gain c]nfidence jhg]kgh 

erdl]gaji]n and ijegaji]n� I am gefkehjing ¹ÉÅÆ�ÁÁ f]g jhe inijial dihdlas erdl]gaji]n c]hjh� While I jhink jhe 

j]jal c]hj ]f jhih dg]jecj qill erceed jhe am]knj gefkehjed� jq] dgeliminags dg]jecjh qill gipe me a henhe ]f 

qhege j] g] nerj� q]gking qijh a l]cal fgameg j] fgame a hingle dgaqing� and q]gking qijh jhe hjaff in jhe 

q]]dhh]d and digijal fabgicaji]n labh j] bkild a dleriglahh fgame� 

 

 A jimeline f]g jhih dg]jecj� ah qell ah a bkdgej� age inclkded bel]q� Thank s]k f]g s]kg c]nhidegaji]n� and 

dleahe lej me kn]q if I can dg]pide ans addiji]nal inf]gmaji]n� 
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Pg]d]haY TQZeYQ[e 

 

N]peZbeg ÃÁÃÁ� ​Reheagch cohjh of fgaming and hjgejching majegialh� come kp qijh a feq mejhodh of bkilding 

and dihplas qhich kphold ideah in jhe qogk� 

DeceZbeg ÃÁÃÁ� ​Objain majegialh� qogk in jhe qoodhhop jo leagn jo qogk qijh and pgepage dihplas majegialh� 

Ja[kags ÃÁÃÂ� ​Compleje majegial pgepagajion� and hej kp dihplas in erhibijion hpace� Inpije fackljs and 

ggadkaje hjkdenjh jo pieq qogk and gehpond jo dihplash� 

Febgkags ÃÁÃÂ� ​Uhe daja fgom peegh and fackljs jo dejegmine behj dihplas mejhodh� Take nojeh� 

MagcP ÃÁÃÂ� ​Compleje ans addijional ideah� ijegaje� 

AdgQY ÃÁÃÂ� ​Dihplas in addijional mejhodh� Inpije ckgajogh jo hee qogk pigjkalls ¥and in peghon if hafe¦� 

Mas � JkYs ÃÁÃÂ� ​Pkj jogejheg a jhehih pgopohal fog fackljs gepieq� Conhideg hoq dihplas kpholdh ideah in jhe 

qogk� 

FaYY ÃÁÃÂ� ​Begin qgijing jhe jhehih� and qgije abokj jhe chohen dihplas mejhod fog qogkh and hoq jhe 

pgopohed dihplas conjgibkjeh jo ideah in jhe qogk� 

SdgQ[O ÃÁÃÃ� ​Thehih hemehjeg� Pgepage qogk� Inpije ckgajogh� gallegihjh� and local agjihjh jo jhehih hhoq� Defend 

jhehih� 
 

 

BkdOej 

 

Fgaming� one dgaqing� agchipal fkalijs� ÅÃ r ÅÉ� ¥amoknj bahed kpon ehjimajeh fgom fgaming hjogeh in jhe 

Denpeg mejgo agea¦���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������¹ÇÁÁ�ÁÁ 

Pleriglahh ¥ÅrÉ� hheej� fkanjijs of Ã¦�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������¹ÃÂÂ�ÅÂ 

Sjandoff hcgeqh fog moknjing pleriglahh�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������¹ÄÆ�ÊÇ 

 

T]jaY N]g Q[QjQaY dQhdYas geheagcP…………�……………………………………�…………………¹ÉÅÈ�ÄÈ 
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Center for the Humanities and the Arts 

Excellence in Research Micro Grant 

Aerial Performance, Gender, and Sexuality 

Anna Pillot, MFA Dance 

 
Proposal: 
 

This project examines the aerial aesthetic through the lens of gender and 

sexuality, explores how the circus as an industry has evolved, what stories are told, and 

who is telling them, what norms are perpetuated, and begins to understand how these 

norms might shift. This research was begun in the fall 2020 semester as an assignment 

for an independent study, Dance Through the Lens of Critical Race Theory and Post -

Feminist Studies with Professor Donna Mejia. My goal is to continue this research over 

the summer and publish the final paper. A more detailed breakdown of my research 

goals is as follows: 

Over the remainder of the Spring 2021 semester through the summer, I plan to: 

1. Continue research that was begun in the fall 2020 semester through both virtual 

recorded interviews with as well as written surveys of professional aerial artists, 

casting directors, producers, choreographers, etc. Taking this twofold approach 

will support me in obtaining as much data as possible from individuals within the 

circus industry.  

2. Dive deeper into existing women and gender studies research in the performing 

arts to serve as a reference point to frame the findings from the interviews. 



3. From this research I will be continuing to work on a paper that was started in the 

fall of 2020 with the goal of being published in an arts research journal, as well as 

continue my own embodied research from the findings.  

4. The embodied expression will take shape as a response to the interviews, and 

will be a continuation of my current exploration into aerial work, floor work, 

identity, relationship, and humor, which will directly feed into the creation of my 

thesis.  

 Receiving the MFA Excellence in Research Micro Grant would support the 

transcription fees of the five interviews that were completed in the fall of 2020, as well 

as to support transcription of additional interviews slated to be completed over the 

summer. This micro grant would be an invaluable support to this research project, as it 

will allow me to continue to bring original research into my process and provide 

invaluable transcription support.  

 As a first year MFA student I am towards the beginning of my thesis journey, 

though already my research has spanned both academic and embodied research into 

my own experience as a woman in the circus industry, and the experiences of my peers 

in the aerial arts. As an aerial artist specializing in swinging and dance trapeze, I have 

both observed and have at times experienced firsthand the varied dynamics that occur 

within the circus community in regards to representation of gender and sexuality. While 

my own experience as a white, heterosexual, cis gender woman differs widely from 

artists holding other identities, I believe this to be an important area to further 

investigate as the majority of the stories being told and representations on stage are 



heteronormative and hyper sexualized. I look forward to delving deeper into this subject 

both through my writing as well as movement explorations. 

 
Budget: 

Transcription of existing 4 hours of audio: $300 

Transcription for future 5 hours of audio: $375 

Estimated transcription service fee: $1.25 per minute 

Total request: $675 

 

*If only a portion of the funds are granted, they will be applied to transcription fees until 

exhausted.  
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Eli]abeWh Lang\her
2nd Year MFA ArWs PracWices - Ceramics

Web: li]lang\her.com Email:eli]abeWh.lang\her@colorado.edX

Funding for Project: Back and Forth

I am applying to MFA Excellence in Research Micro Grant for funds in the amount of
$400 to support the purchase of materials for an upcoming series of artworks: BacN aQd FRUWK.

During my time as a graduate student within the MFA Arts Practices - Ceramics, I have
been pursuing the subject of evocative objects. My practice at large is an act of autobiographical
catharsis; a constant eulogy for a stretch of land, a road, and the time spent between miles. At the
core of my work is an attempt to make physical, real, the shifting clouds of my own memory
through ceramic sculpture. Being a fragile medium transformed through fire, ceramic represents
a desire to free]e time, earth, and touch as in a photograph; creating objects/images which evoke
a sense of distance and longing. My research explores the sensation of going µback home¶ and
the grief to be found wherever µthere¶ is. By making intuitively and letting the clay reveal itself
inch by inch, my abstracted sculptures become µclouds¶; amalgamations of what I think of,
dream of, look at, and long for.

With its many unseen perspectives, the cloud is my preferred metaphor for the retelling of a
memory. It is the hori]on blending ocean into sky, the strange red lights in the distance, high beams
illuminating the sprinting deer; it is the magnolia tree in the backyard, the smell of tomato stalks in
summer, smoke in the air, heat lightning in sunset pink and blue. Within my work, I attempt to build
the memory of my experiences and, in doing so, make permanent those dream-like sensations of joy,
terror, wonder found in memory of an evocative object.

The project I am requesting funds for, BacN aQd FRUWK, is a continuation of this major
theme and specifically responds to the imagery listed above. Taking inspiration from past work,
namely DUeaPLQg LQ BOXe, PLOeV aQd PLOeV aQd PLOeV aQd WKeQ TKe EQd, and most recently
e[KaXVW Rf MXVW a feZ WKRXVaQd VXQV, this work will explore display as a way to create context for
the sculptural µclouds of memory¶. This display (see FLgXUe 1 for mock-up) will consist of a
series of interlocking wooden shapes which will create a ³scene´ for the ceramic object. By
doing so, I seek to not only add a background to contextuali]e my objects but to connect to the
visual history of post-painterly abstraction or hard-edge painting and historical patterns found in
textiles, tile, and functional ceramics.

While previous works sought to either create context through full wall installation or
small panels of color, this display mechanism will be sculptural and expressive as the form seeks
to convey the feeling that the object is meant to evoke. The title, BacN aQd FRUWK, refers to the
multiple expressions of grief as time moves on and the nature of grief itself as a symptom which
lingers well after the primary event, coming forward at odd times, in odd shapes, which is
represented in the interplay between object and background.

Given the ambitious nature of this project, my proposal is a request for support in order to
purchase four plywood panels to be cut with the CNC router into the background shapes. My
request also includes funds to purchase the paint quarts of color and gallons of primer needed to
cover the large format panels. Without this support, my plans for this work will need to be
severely cut down to remain affordable. I hope, with the help of this micro-grant, to be more
ambitious as I explore my research into the possibilities of display and to take more risks with
my designs as I work towards my pre-thesis semester.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
I very much look forward to your response,
Li] Langyher



BXdgeW:

MaWerial Price Per IWem AmoXnW Needed ToWal

ô´ 4¶ x 8¶ plywood board
Boulder Lumber Company
Free Delivery

64.44 4 275.76

Valspar, Interior paint, Satin, Qt
Mcguckins Hardware

12.00 6 72.00

Valspar, White Primer, Gallon
Mcguckins Hardware

34.99 1 34.99

Total Funds Required $382.75

Estimated Tax $10-15

Requested Funds $400

LiVW of Zeb VoXrceV for arWZorkV liVWed:

e[KaXVW Rf MXVW a feZ WKRXVaQd VXQV and related works:
https://li]langyher.com/sculpture/colormemory
MLOeV aQd MLOeV aQd MLOeV aQd WKeQ WKe eQd and related works:
https://li]langyher.com/sculpture/cloud-installations
DUeaPLQg IQ BOXe:
https://li]langyher.com/sculpture/dreaming-in-blue

FLgXUe 1. Mock shape outlines for CNC routing.

https://lizlangyher.com/sculpture/colormemory
https://lizlangyher.com/sculpture/cloud-installations
https://lizlangyher.com/sculpture/dreaming-in-blue

