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The University of Colorado Honors Journal 

The journal is an annual interdisciplinary, student-run publication sponsored by the Arts & Sciences Honors 
Program at the University of Colorado Boulder under the supervision of a faculty advisor and the Director of the 
+RQRUV�3URJUDP��7KH�-RXUQDO�SUHVHQWV�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�ZRUNV�WKDW�UHÁHFW�WKH�XWPRVW�WDOHQW��GLOLJHQFH��DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�
among undergraduate students at the University of Colorado Boulder.

(DFK�\HDU��WKH�+RQRUV�-RXUQDO�FRPELQHV�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�ZRUN�IURP�DOO�DFDGHPLF�ÀHOGV��LQFOXGLQJ��DUW��FUHDWLYH�
QRQÀFWLRQ��ÀFWLRQ��JHQGHU�	�HWKQLF�VWXGLHV��KXPDQLWLHV��QDWXUDO�VFLHQFH��RSHQ�PHGLD��SRHWU\��VRFLDO�VFLHQFH��
and more. Although the Journal is directly associated with the Honors Program, submissions are accepted from 
all undergraduate students at the university. The Honors Journal is distributed and available to all students 
and departments at the University of Colorado. In order to reach a broader audience and exhibit works that are 
impossible to fully incorporate into the print edition, the Journal has an online version hosted at www.colorado.
edu/honorsjournal/, where content from this and past years' editions is accessible.

7KH�+RQRUV�-RXUQDO�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQG�ÀUVW�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������XQGHU�WKH�VXSHUYLVLRQ�RI�IDFXOW\�PHPEHU�
3URIHVVRU�(��&KULVWLDQ�.RSII�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�+RQRUV�3URJUDP�'LUHFWRU��-DFN�.HOVR��7KH�ÀUVW�YROXPHV�ZHUH�
devoted to undergraduate research, highlighting an article by an outstanding Honors professor and abstracts of all 
summa cum laude honors theses.

In 1995, the Journal went on hiatus until 1998, when Honors Program Director Dennis Van Gerven reinstated 
it under the supervision of faculty mentor Dr. Claudia Van Gerven. That year, the Journal expanded to include 
SRHWU\��ÀFWLRQ��DQG�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�DUWZRUN�
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Selection Process 
In order to ensure that the integrity of the Honors Journal is upheld, all selections are made via a blind review 
process. Upon receipt of each submission, pieces are screened by the managing editors to remove all identifying 
information from the piece, and each submission is labeled with a number that is used for reference purposes. 
*HQUH�HGLWRUV�DUH�QRW�PDGH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�DXWKRUV�DUWLVWV�XQWLO�DIWHU�ÀQDO�VHOHFWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�

Within this blind selection process, genre editors are instructed to remove themselves from review of any 
submission whose author they can identify. These pieces are reviewed and selected by the co-editors of that genre 
and/or the Editor in Chief in order to prevent any biases from potentially clouding judgments.

For additional queries regarding the blind review process, please contact us at honors.journal@colorado.edu 
and we will be happy to address your concerns.

Get Published
7KH�+RQRUV�-RXUQDO�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VKRZFDVH�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\·V�ÀQHVW�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�ZRUN�DQG�RIIHUV�VWXGHQWV�D�
unique opportunity to see their efforts published in a widely-distributed, juried publication available both in print 
and online versions.

Every year, the Editorial Board seeks submissions of exemplary undergraduate work for consideration of 
inclusion in the upcoming Journal. Generally, we are looking for art, creative writing, and academic papers. We 
DUH�DOVR�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�SHUVRQDO�HVVD\V��ÀQDO�FRXUVH�DVVLJQPHQWV��FULWLTXHV�RU�UHYLHZV��VKRUW�RU�ORQJ�ZRUNV�RI�ÀFWLRQ��
travel writing, and papers about works of literature, philosophy, or history. We accept submissions of all varieties. 
Essentially, if you are an undergraduate at CU-Boulder who has work that you are proud of, there is a category 
under which it can be published.

The Honors Journal accepts submissions year-round at www.colorado.edu/honorsjournal. For students 
completing an honors thesis in the spring semester of their senior year, please note that the Journal allows 
graduating students to submit work up until the submission deadline in mid-November following their graduation. 
To submit something, visit the website and click on the “Submit Your Work” tab. We look forward to reviewing 
your submissions! 
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CU Honors Journal Environmental Statement 2021
In today’s world, it is crucial to acknowledge that our current decisions may impact the future. Climate change 
and land degradation have become increasingly devastating to the environment and those that depend on it. 
Therefore, the University of Colorado Honors Journal wants to take on more of a responsibility to address and 
remediate these environmental concerns through its production process. This year, the journal has implemented 
D�QHZ�HFR�GHVLJQ��(DFK�MRXUQDO�LV�SULQWHG�RQ�����SRVW�FRQVXPHU�FRQWHQW�UHF\FOHG�SDSHU��ZKLFK�ZDV�)6&�FHUWLÀHG�
in its production. The Honors Journal aims to be a leader in environmentally friendly practices and to support the 
undergraduate students of CU Boulder as well as the planet.

Recycling: Each journal is recyclable, except for the glue within the spine. If you wish to recycle your journal, 
be sure to tear out the spine and discard it. The remaining pages can be recycled through paper recycling services. 
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Letter from the Editor
April 2021

In times of tragedy, the arts ground us. 
I write this letter in the recent aftermath of a shooting in our hometown of Boulder, which has left us with 

almost inarticulable grief. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic and the loss of life it has brought, and after the passings 
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and so many more people to police violence this year, we as a community are 
JULHYLQJ��0\�HGLWRULDO�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�DQG�,�RIIHU�WKH�MRXUQDO�DV�D�UHÁHFWLRQ�RI�RXU�WLPHV�DQG�DV�D�SODWIRUP�IRU�
the diverse voices of that resilient community. Across disciplines and experiences, the journal is committed to 
amplifying stories and voices that are less often heard, that are associated with stigma, and that express the grave 
inequities in our society. 

I am so deeply thankful for the extraordinary members of the editorial board, who have demonstrated constant 
resolve and dedication to this journal. My gratitude for our faculty advisor, Dr. Abby Hickcox, stretches beyond 
words, as her compassionate leadership has been a source of inspiration throughout this challenging year.

,�KRSH�WKLV�MRXUQDO�JLYHV�\RX�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�RXU�WLPHV��VWDUW�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZLWK�IULHQGV��DQG�
momentarily immerse yourselves into stories, poems, art, and scholarly work. 

Jordana Levine
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