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ORDER OF EXERCISES 

 

Welcome and Remarks  Dean Lolita Buckner Inniss 

 

Spanish Welcome   Professor Violeta Chapin 

 

Honor Song (please stand)  Doug Good Feather 

 

Order of the Coif    Professor Blake E. Reid 

 Introduction of Honorary Order of the Coif Recipient   

 Woon Ki Lau (‘72) 

 

Introduction of Class Speaker  Dean Lolita Buckner Inniss 

 

Remarks     Benjamin Tyrel Hepler 

     Class President  

  

Student Awards    Jason Rogers  

     Class Treasurer  

  

Faculty and Staff Awards   John McAllister Baker  

     Class Secretary  

  

Introduction of Keynote Speaker  Mackenzie Seiler Smith  

     Class Vice President  

 

Keynote Speaker   Governor Jared Polis 

 

JD Hooding Professors*  Professor Frederic Bloom 

     Professor Benjamin Levin 

     Professor Scott Skinner- 

         Thompson 

     *Selected by Class of 2022 

 



LLM Hooding Professor  Professor Todd M. Stafford 

 

MSL Hooding Professors  Associate Dean Amy Bauer 

     Professor Melanie Kay 

 

Recognition of Graduates  Dean Lolita Buckner Inniss 

     Whiting Dimock (‘96) 

     Senior Assistant Dean Kristine 

         M. Jackson 

 

Alumni Welcome   David W. Stark (‘73) 

     Law Alumni Board Chair  

      

Sears Charge    Dean Lolita Buckner Inniss 

 

Recessional    Class of 2022, Deans, and  

     Faculty 

 

 

RECESSIONAL 

Please remain seated during the faculty and graduate recessional.  
 

 

POST-CEREMONY 

Please join us for a reception at the Wolf Law Building from 2-4 
p.m. Buses will run from Macky Auditorium to the reception until 2 
p.m. Graduates will receive their mini-composites and class gifts at 
the reception following the ceremony. 



KEYNOTE SPEAKER  

GOVERNOR JARED POLIS 
 

Governor Polis started his first 

business, American Information 

Systems, while in college out of his 

dorm room. By the time he was 30, 

he’d launched three successful 

companies, including ProFlowers, 

one of the world’s leading online 

flower retailers. His pioneering 

role in the internet economy earned 

him an “Entrepreneur of the Year” 

distinction from Ernst and Young. 

 

Following these business 

successes, Governor Polis 

committed himself to making sure 

other Coloradans had the 

opportunity to pursue their dreams. He co-founded Techstars, a 

startup accelerator that mentors entrepreneurs from all walks of life, 

and Patriot Boot Camp, which helps veterans start their own small 

businesses after coming home from their service. In addition to his 

career as an entrepreneur, much of Governor Polis’ adult life has 

been focused on improving public education. He served six years on 

the State Board of Education, where he worked to raise pay for 

teachers and reduce class size for students. He also founded several 

public charter schools for at-risk youth, and served as superintendent 

of one of them, the New America School, which helps immigrants 

earn their high school diplomas. 

 

Governor Polis is a Colorado native, born in 1975. He, his partner 

Marlon, and their two children are all avid Rockies fans. 



ORDER OF THE COIF 

The English Order of the Coif, an ancient and honored  

institution of the Common Law, was an association of  

distinguished lawyers from whose members the Judges of the Court 

of Common Pleas were appointed and who for centuries had the 

exclusive right to be barristers in that Court. Later, judges of the 

King’s Bench and the Exchequer were appointed from its  members. 

The Order took its name from the coif, or cap, that all members 

wore. The American Order was formed in 1911 for the purpose of 

promoting scholarship among law students. Under the Order’s 

constitution, the top 10 percent of the graduating class of each 

school is eligible for membership.  

 

HONORARY ORDER OF THE COIF 

We are pleased to honor Woon Ki Lau, Esq., as the 2022 Honorary 

Order of the Coif Recipient. Woon Ki Lau is originally from Hong 

Kong, and is fluent in Mandarin and Cantonese. He was one of the 

first immigration lawyers in Colorado, and practiced for ten years in 

Northglenn, Colorado before starting Lau & Choi, P.C. in Denver, 

Colorado in 1984. Woon Ki Lau graduated with a B.S. in Physics 

from Colorado State University in 1965, and received his J.D. from 

the University of Colorado Law School in 1972.  
 

 



CLASS OF 2022 OFFICERS  

President (2020-2022)          Benjamin Tyrel Hepler 

President (2019-2020)          Elizabeth D. Truitt 

Vice President (2021-2022)                 Mackenzie Seiler Smith 

Vice President (2019-2020)                 Nathaniel Z. Moore    

Treasurer (2020-2022)             Jason Rogers 

Treasurer (2019-2020)             Andrew J. Eads 

Secretary (2021-2022)                    John McAllister Baker 

Secretary (2020-2021)         Ashton R. Berne  

 

HONOR COUNCIL 

The Honor Council, appointed for three-year terms, advises the 
faculty and students on matters of academic honesty. When 
required, it conducts formal hearings, makes legal determinations, 
submits findings and conclusions, and when appropriate, 
recommends sanctions.   

Jael Ochoa (2019-2022, Vice Chair 2020-2021) 

Mackenzie M. Novak (2019-2022, Chair 2020-2021)   

Tate E. Crosby (2019-2022, Secretary 2020-2021) 

Adam L. Spencley (2019-2022)  

 

 STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

President (2021-2022),                    Nathaniel Z. Moore 

 Vice President (2020-2021)  

Vice President (2021-2022),         Henry Earnest Seward 

 Secretary (2020-2021) 

Events Coordinator (2021-2022)        Sloane K. Dreyer 

Treasurer (2020-2021)          Andrew J. Eads 

Election Commission (2019-2022)        Rachel M. Anderson  

Election Commission (2019-2022)        Matthew L. Epstein 

Finance Board (2019-2022)         Taylor Hill 

Finance Board (2019-2022)         Ryan C. Cutbirth 



Rachel M. Anderson § 
Clement Asante 
Derek A. Baker 
John McAllister Baker 
Kelly M. Baker § 
Daniella Elizabeth Barbero § 
Emily Sophia Bartlomiejczuk 
Bernardo Jose Belloso Lizarzabal 
Sierra R. Bennett § 
Ashton R. Berne § 
Kevin D. Bernstein ※ 
Alexander J. Bigwood 
Maria C. Boggs 
Jake J. Bohnsak 
Jakob L. Bookspan 
Kathryn Bostrom 
Tracy Lorraine Brooks 
Anne-Marie Brown □ 
Edwin Esteban Bruns ※ 
Angela J. Bubis 
Monica Lynn Bunnay 
Michael Callahan 
Christina Nicole Canino 
Andrew J. Carpenter 
Emma K. Carroll § ※ 
Devon Leigh Case 
Micah C. Cheng 
Luke Chiang 
Christopher Stark Claypool 
Dillon M. Clayton § ※ 
Shira Cohen § 
Thomas M. Coughlin 
April Y. Crain § 
Joel M. Crank 
Amanda Cranston § 
Nicholas James Crockett 
Tate E. Crosby 
Ava A. Cusack 
Ryan C. Cutbirth 

Lauren N. Davis § 
Ana Eilise Dixon 
Sloane K. Dreyer 
Andrew J. Eads 
Isabella Grace Ekstrom 
Matthew L. Epstein 
Alex Espina 
Luke R. Farquhar 
Matthew J. Fedder 
José Ramón García-Madrid 
Jennifer W. Gao ♦  
McKaeli E. Garner 
Kevin Gifford ♦ 
Joel A. Gonzalez Bolivar 
Jennifer L. Goodman § 
Krista Joy Gould ♦ § 
Clara Rose Grainger § ※ 
Zachary T. Greder 
Rebecca Lynch Gruber 
Serena Gudino 
Kasha Noel Halbleib § 
Andrew H. Hall 
Dylan O. Hall 
Dakotah L. Hamilton 
John P. Harrison ※ 
Andy H. Harvey § 
Benjamin Tyrel Hepler § 
Rachel Hersch 
Taylor Hill § 
Savannah K. Hook 
Nathaniel M. Howe 
Emily R. Jamieson § 
John Jang 
Allee Elizabeth Johnson 
Dag P. Johnsrud 
Rami D. Jordan § ※ 
Alex M. Kaminski ※ 
Brian Andres Keener § 
Mia Nicole Keller § 

COLORADO LAW CLASS OF 2022 
JURIS DOCTOR (JD) GRADUATES 



Sarah Ruth Keller § 
Nicholas M. Klein 
Emily S. Klode 
Madeline C. Kofoed ※ 
Helen M. Land § ※ 
Sten Larson 
Caitlin League § £ 
Gabriel Lennon 
Melina M. Leodas-Whelan § 
Marcia Moana Levitan-Haffar §※ 
Aurora Lee Marsh ※ 
Rosaline Deanne Martinez § 
Jason Mattie 
Louis K. McDowall 
Audrey S. McNamara Є 
Rachel M. Medaugh 
Catherine Ann Montgomery 
Nathaniel Z. Moore 
VanMichael K. Moore 
Zoe E. Nagasing 
Nicole M. Nelson § 
Ming Lee Newcomb § ※ 
Isabel J. Norwood § 
Mackenzie M. Novak ♦ § 
Michael A. Obregon 
Lucas Edgar Scott O’Brien § 
Jael Ochoa 
Charlotte C. Pahler 
Klaudia Palczynska 
Michael J. Passint 
Galen C. Peterson 
Leonard Pollard 
William Thomas Raley 
Maya Raphael ※ 
Cameron A. Rasco 
Prabha Erandi Ratnayake 
Jack K. Raycraft 
Kelly L. Reeves 
Rebecca Jeanne Reilly 

Jennifer A. Richie 
Ryan D. Robinson ※ 
Patricia G. Rodriguez § ※ 
Jason Rogers ♦ 
Neila Angelica Rosales Huesca 
Anthony Joseph Ryan § 
Andrew M. Salazar 
Timothy Scarbrough 
Glory S. Schmidt 
Collin Alexander Scott 
Elias P. Selimos § 
Marlo Seskin 
Henry Earnest Seward 
Brenna K. Shannon ※ 
Charles N. Simon 
Aaron W. Slade ※ 
Peter Slag 
Mackenzie Seiler Smith 
Evan H. Smithers 
James David Guihan Snow 
Brendan Soane ※ 
Chloe Sovinee-Dyroff § 
Adam L. Spencley 
Mitchell W. Steeves ※ 
Nicholas Jason Steverson ※ 
Elizabeth “EP” Stonehill § ※ 
Patrick J. Sullivan 
Rhonda M. Sutor § 
Lorenzo Thayn 
Sarah Thomas § 
Ellen G. Thurston § 
Breanna Todd ♦ § 
Elizabeth Topping 
Elizabeth D. Truitt 
Michael L. Uhrig 
Rachel D. Van Amburg 
Erin Marie Vanek § 
Ana Victoria Venzor 
Katherine R. Victor 

COLORADO LAW CLASS OF 2022 
JURIS DOCTOR (JD) GRADUATES 



Diego Villarreal 
Mary Walsh ※ 
Stacey Marie Weber ※ 
Johnsie C. Wilkinson § 
Oluwayemisi O. Winful § 

Patrick J. Witterschein § 
Hanna M. Wynn 
Michael Young § 
Abigail Rose Zinman § ※ 

COLORADO LAW CLASS OF 2022 
JURIS DOCTOR (JD) GRADUATES 

JURIS DOCTOR (JD) GRADUATES WITH CERTIFICATES 

To qualify for a Certificate, a participating student must earn at 
least 92 credit hours for graduation (as contrasted with the usual 89 
credit hours), and earn a specified number of credit hours in the 
relevant subject area. 

Amanda Cranston 
Nicholas James Crockett 

Jennifer L. Goodman 
Michael Young 

AMERICAN INDIAN LAW  

Tate Crosby 
Lauren N. Davis 
Zachary T. Greder 
Elias P. Selimos 

Peter Slag 
Johnsie C. Wilkinson 
Patrick J. Witterschein 

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENTAL, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
LAW AND POLICY 

Rachel M. Anderson 
Bernardo Jose Belloso Lizarzabal 

Rebecca Jeanne Reilly 
Diego Villarreal 

ENTREPRENEURIAL LAW  

Ana Eilise Dixon 
Dakotah L. Hamilton 
Andy H. Harvey 

Catherine Ann Montgomery 
Neila Angelica Rosales Huesca 

HEALTH LAW AND POLICY  

Daniella Elizabeth Barbero 
Jennifer L. Goodman 

Andy H. Harvey 
Emily R. Jamieson 

INTERNATIONAL LAW  

Jason Mattie Rebecca Jeanne Reilly 

TAX EMPHASIS 



 
Θ  Summer 2021 graduate 
♦ December 2021 graduate 
Є Projected Summer 2022 graduate 
□ Projected Fall 2022 graduate  
£  JD/Master of Science in Technology, Cybersecurity and Policy 
※ Order of the Coif Candidates  
§ Completed the Public Service Pledge by participating in 50 or more 

hours of law-related public service work not for credit or other 
compensation 

MASTER OF STUDIES IN LAW (MSL) GRADUATES 

Colorado Law offers an MSL degree that prepare students to work 

as ethics and compliance professionals within private, public, and 

non-profit organizations. Students must complete at least 28 credits 

in a range of courses to earn this degree.          

Natasha Lyn Abbott 
Katherine Gorman Bauer 
Kara Marsh 
Cary Reyes 

Amanda Rios-Santiago Θ  
Tsion Haile Tesfaye 
Olivia Watson 

LEGUM MAGISTER (LLM) GRADUATES 

Colorado Law offers an LLM degree that prepares talented lawyers 

from diverse backgrounds and countries to practice law and serve as 

intellectual leaders around the globe. Students must complete at least 

24 credits in a range of courses to earn this degree, and a JD or 

equivalent is required for admission to the program.  

Abdulmalik Alghamdi ♦  
Reem Alkhateeb □  
Ekaterina Berezina 
Mauricio Chiriboga Merino 
Lidiane Farias Mourao Ferreira 
Emils Jonins 
Veronica Carolina Leidenz         
   Carrasco  
Shuiquiong Lu Θ  

Debora Neuenschwander Martins 
Katia Montesinos Paiva 
Consolate Ndagire □ 
Prerana Nepal 
Madison Daniels Phillips 
Marion Aslaksen Ravna 
Tejal Vedak □ 
Matthew Robert Vondrasek 



COLORADO LAW FACULTY 

Aamir Abdullah 

S. James Anaya 

Amy Bauer 

Rabea Benhalim 

J. Brad Bernthal 

Frederic Bloom 

Teresa Bruce 

Alexia Brunet Marks  

Lolita Buckner Inniss 

Paul F. Campos 

Deborah J. Cantrell  

Kristen A. Carpenter  

Violeta Chapin 

Ming Hsu Chen 

Rebecca Ciota 

Richard B. Collins 

Matthew Cushing 

Denise DeForest 

Justin Desautels-Stein  

Ann England 

John A. Francis 

Kristelia A. García 

Erik Gerding  

Amy J. Griffin 

Aya Gruber 

Megan Hall 

Jennifer S. Hendricks  

Peter H. Huang 

Sharon Jacobs 

Margot Kaminski 

Melanie Kay 

Derek H. Kiernan-Johnson  

Benjamin Levin  

Mark J. Loewenstein  

Suzette Malveaux 

Zachary Mountin 

Christopher B. Mueller  

Susan Nevelow Mart  

Helen Norton  

Nadav Orian Peer 

Joan Policastri  

Carolyn Ramsey  

Blake E. Reid  

Colene Robinson  

Pierre Schlag 

Andrew A. Schwartz  

Karen Selden 

Lauren Seney 

Jonathan Skinner-Thompson  

Scott Skinner-Thompson  

Sloan Speck  

Douglas Spencer 

Baylee Suskin  

Mark Squillace  

Gabrielle Marks Stafford  

Todd M. Stafford  

Jill Sturgeon  

Harry Surden  

Jane Thompson 

Ahmed White 

Charles Wilkinson 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SEARS CHARGE 

You have now received the Juris Doctor degree. Please do 

not take undue pride in this title, for in the final analysis 

the test of your professional fitness will lie not in your title, 

but rather in your service to society and in the extent to 

which you combine professional skills with humane 

concern, legal learning with intense integrity, great energy 

with high ideals. What kind of lawyer you will be depends 

in large part on the kind of person you are. I hope you may 

continue to grow and that, in the years to come, you will 

live the most challenging life of all: the life of the mind, the 

life of service. To you all, we wish great success in your 

chosen profession.  




