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● Brief overview of Dimensions

● Review of metrics  

● Types of searches possible in Dimensions

● Finding relevant publications & datasets
■ What’s been highly cited? What’s received online attention?

■ Who’s publishing in this area at my institution?

■ Where should I submit?

● Exploring potential sources of funding
■ Which funders have recently awarded grants? What does the funding trend look like?

■ Which institutions are receiving this funding? Which researchers?

● YOUR TIME - Q&A!
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Overview of Dimensions
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Access more data from a linked, global research ecosystem



What does ‘inclusive approach’ mean?

● We are not excluding research outputs 
based on a content selection process 

● Dimensions is a database, not a judgement 
call - the user should be able to make 
inclusion / exclusion decisions

● Dimensions contains more records than 
traditional A&I databases like Scopus and 
WoS based on the conscious decisions to 
not be selective

● We provide tools to the user to make the 
appropriate coverage decisions depending 
on their use case

Dimensions is a 
database empowering 

the user, not a 
pre-defined data set



● Journal articles, pre-prints and 
books/book chapters

● 100M + records based on 
metadata

● Metadata and citations derived 
from multiple available databases 

● OA tagging 

● Rule-based document type 
identification

Publications (1/2) - Publication metadata backbone

PUBLICATIONS JOURNALS / BOOKS PRE-PRINT / OA Pipeline 2020



● Full text for 75M+ publications currently

● Direct relationships with >130 publishers

● Increased discoverability through

○ Full text index

○ Openly available discovery interface

● Highly contextualised

○ Related grants, publication references, 
related trials, related patents, related policy 
documents

○ Improved representation compared to the 
‘backbone’ records

Publications (2/2) - Full text processing

PUBLICATIONS

and 90+ 
other 
publishers



● ~1.5m datasets

● Sourced from various data repositories

● Linked to publications, supporting grants 
and funders

● Filters for research organizations, funders, 
researchers and more

Datasets

DATASETS
DATA REPOSITORIES

HOSTED BY FIGSHARE

CURRENT PIPELINE

70+ more



● Project funding 

● 5M grants from 500+ funders globally

● $1.6 trillion of funding

● Sourcing

○ Direct relationships with funders

○ Data available via APIs

○ Data available via websites which we 
crawl

Grants data

GRANTS



● US
● EP
● WIPO
● DE
● CA
● IN
● AU
● GB
● FR
● Hong Kong
● Russia

…China/Japan will be the next to be added.

Patents data

PATENTS



● ClinicalTrials.gov
● EU-CTR
● UMIN-CTR
● ISRCTN
● ANZCTR
● CHICTR
● NTR
● GCTR
● CTRI
● CRIS
● IRCT

… and more are coming

Clinical trials data

CLINICAL TRIALS



Over 400,000 policy document records, linked to 
publications

Including but not limited to:

● World Health Organization

● World Bank

● Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

● Government of the United Kingdom

● National Bureau of Economic Research

Policy documents data

POLICY DOCUMENTS



Review of metrics in 
Dimensions



Indicators in Dimensions

Publication citations

The publication citations 
value is the number of times 
that a publication has been 

cited by other publications in 
the database. Citing 

publications can be of any 
publication type.

Recent citations

The recent citations value 
is the number of citations 
that were received in the 

last two years. It is 
currently reset at the 

beginning of each 
calendar year.

Relative Citation Ratio (RCR)

The Relative Citation Ratio (RCR) 
indicates the relative citation 

performance of an article when 
comparing its citation rate to that of 
other articles in its area of research. 
A value of more than 1.0 shows a 
citation rate above average. The 

article’s area of research is defined 
by the articles that have been cited 
alongside it. The RCR is calculated 
for all PubMed publications which 

are at least 2 years old.

Field Citation Ratio (FCR)

The Field Citation Ratio (FCR) is an 
article-level metric that indicates the 
relative citation performance of an 

article, when compared to 
similarly-aged articles in its subject 

area. A value of more than 1.0 
indicates higher than average citation, 

when defined by Field of Research 
Subject Code, publishing year and 
age. The FCR is calculated for all 

publications in Dimensions which are 
at least 2 years old and were 

published in 2000 or later.

Altmetric Attention Score

The Altmetric Attention Score is 
a weighted count of all of the 
online attention Altmetric have 
found for an individual research 
output. This includes mentions 
in the mainstream news, social 
networks, Wikipedia, blogs and 

more.



Basic navigation





Types of searches



Searching in Dimensions

Full data

Our agreements with over 130 publishers means that Dimensions enables you to search the full text of over 
70 million publications - even the ones you may not have full text access to. Whether you’re searching for a 
specific chemical or field-specific terminology - expand your search beyond title and abstract to return a 
broader set of results



Title & Abstract

This is just what it sounds like - limit your search to just the title and abstract available within Dimensions.  
This will generally give you a smaller set of results than a full data search, but likely very relevant.



Abstract Search

Using the Dimensions abstract search, you can enter a thesis statement or project summary to find closely 
related content - Dimensions will extract terms from the text and search all content types simultaneously 
and return highly similar content. This is by far one of the most popular features in Dimensions.

This type of search is recommended when the text is specific enough to yield meaningful results. 



DOI Search (publications only)

If you know exactly what you’re looking for, you can search for one or more DOIs. Enter a DOI (add a 
boolean OR to include additional DOIs), and select the DOI toggle button.



Finding relevant publications & 
datasets

■ What’s been highly cited? What’s received online 
attention?

■ Who’s publishing in this area at my institution?
■ Where should I submit?



Use the publication year filter to 
define your time range



You can sort your results 
a number of ways.



Add a Research 
Organization filter to find 

researchers that have 
published at your own 
institution (or others)



Clicking on the 
source title or 

associated 
number of 

publications will 
further limit your 
result set to this 

journal

You can examine 
the total number of 
citations for this set, 

as well as the 
citation mean.



Exporting your results



Exploring potential sources of 
funding

■ Which funders have recently awarded grants? What does 
the funding trend look like?

■ Which institutions are receiving this funding? Which 
researchers?



Quickly identify the 
top funders related to 

your search in 
Analytical Views



Clicking on “open chart” 
next to a funder’s name will 
show you their investment 
related to your search over 

time. 

We recommend removing date 
parameters in your search to 

see the full 10 year trend.



Because Dimensions contains a 
number of awards that are active 

into future years, identifying 
organizations with awarded 

funding related to your search that 
is active over the next 5 years is 

quick and easy.



Similarly, identifying the researchers 
associated with that funding 

requires only one click.



Your Time!  

Q&A



How to get help



Support

Our support center contains useful How To’s and 
answers to frequently asked questions. 

You can access the support center via the 
“Support” link in the upper right hand corner of 
the platform.

If you cannot find what you need in the support 
center, please feel free to reach out to our 
support team by creating a ticket. 

You will receive a reply in most cases within 24 
hours, excepting weekends.



questions?

we’re happy to help! 


