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Introduction to Sociology

SOCY 1001-001
Maymester 2012
M-F 9:00-12:20

235 Ketchum
Instructor:  
Professor M. L. Radelet

             
221a Ketchum



303-735-5811



Radelet@Colorado.edu



Office Hours: by appointment, usually right before or after class
I.  Catalogue Description

Examines U.S. society in global context, using basic sociological ideas.  Focuses on the nature of group life, social and moral order, social institutions, social disorganization, social problems, and social change.

II.  Objectives

1.  To foster development of a sociologically informed critical analysis of American social institutions and their supporting ideologies.


2.  To assist the student in recognizing the distinction between questions of opinion vs. questions where empirical data can be used to generate answers.


3.  To generate awareness of the extent of social and political inequality in the U.S.


4.  To encourage the student in perceiving and demystifying the social forces and powers that influence and shape our individual attitudes, beliefs, values, and skills.


5.  To teach compassion, commitment, and competence.
III. Required Readings

1.     
Richard T. Schaefer, Sociology: A Brief Introduction, 9th Edition, 2011.  New York: McGraw Hill.  Note: You can get a used copy at Amazon.com for as low as $34.00, but make sure that is the ninth edition (it will give a 2010 date), and you will need to select “next day shipping” (although there will also be a copy on reserve at Norlin).  Their Kindle edition is $70.76.  The CU Bookstore charges $122 for a new copy, $91.50 for used, and $60 for rental.
IV.  Course Requirements

1.  
Lectures will assume that students maintain a steady pattern of session‑to‑session assigned readings.

2.  
Class attendance.  The final course grade will be reduced by one notch (e.g., from an "A" to an "A-") for the third unexcused absence, and another notch for the fourth.  Any student with five or more unexcused absences will receive a final grade of “F” in the course regardless of scores on the exams.  Arriving late or leaving early counts as an absence.  For regular classes, I excuse absences only for documented medical problems or professional/university activities – not weddings, court appearances, vet appointments, late airplane flights, etc.  All requests for excused absences must be made within 48 hours of the absence.



Missing an Exam: Any request for an excused absence from an exam must be made before the exam, and no one is excused unless the instructor gives prior approval (even, for example, in cases involving a relative’s death).  I excuse people from exams only in very very rare and unavoidable circumstances, so if you plan to miss a Friday exam you should drop the course immediately.  

3.  
Three hourly exams, Friday May 18 (33 points), Friday May 25 (33 points), and Friday June 1 (34 points). 

V.  Special Notes

1.
The University of Colorado's “Student Classroom and Course-Related Behavior Policy” will be enforced in this class; see <www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html>


2.
Any student with a disability who may need special accommodations must see the professor during the first two days of the semester.  Further information can be obtained from the Office of Disability Services, 492-8671; <www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices>


3.
Sorry, no extra credit work will be permitted. 

4.
You are welcome to use computers in the classroom, but ONLY for note-taking.  Please, no web-surfing or e-mailing.  Cell phones, i-pods and related machinery should never be used or seen during the class.

5. 
Any violation of the University of Colorado Honor Code (that is, plagiarism or other forms of cheating) will result in an automatic failing grade in the class.
Important Demographic Facts

Please Memorize

I.  World Population


1850: 1.2 billion


1950: 2.5 billion


1995: 5.75 billion


2012: 7 billion

II.  U.S. Population


1900: 76 million


1950: 150 million


1995: 263 million


2012: 313 million, of whom 12.6 percent are African American

VI. General Topic Outline
Topic 1: What is Sociology?


  
Reading: Chapter 1
Topics 2&3:  Sociological Methodology


   
Reading: Chapter 2

Topic 4:  Culture and Values


  
Reading: Chapter 3
Topic 5:  Social Structure


   
Reading: Chapter 5

Exam 1: Friday May 18
Topic 6&7: The Self, Socialization, and the Social Construction of Reality


   
Reading: Chapter 4
Topic 8: The Family and Intimate Relationships


Reading: Chapter 12

Topic 9:  Social and Political Inequality in the United States


   
Reading: Chapter 8

Topic 10:  Global Inequality


   
Reading: Chapter 9

Exam Number Two: Friday May 25
Topics 11&12: Ethnic Groups in America and the Civil Rights Movement

    
Reading: Chapter 10
Topic 13: Sex Roles and the Women's Movement



Reading: Chapter 11

Topic 14:  Medical  Sociology and Health Disparities

      
Reading:  Chapter 15.  Health and the Environment
 Topic 15:  Deviance, Crime, and Prisons


      
Reading: Chapter 7
Final Exam, Friday, June 1
