Introduction to Sociology – SOCY 1006-030

Recitation Syllabus – Spring 2009

*This syllabus is intended as a supplement to Professor Walden’s course syllabus. Please review her section on “Course Policies and Environment” for expected classroom behavior.



Teaching Assistant: Tamara Williams
 
Contact info: Tamara.Williams@colorado.edu
Office Hours: 
M 10-11:45 am


Location: Ketchum 35



W 1- 1:45 pm

Recitation times and locations:

Section 031: Monday 8:00-8:50am (HLMS 245)

Section 032: Wednesday 8:00-8:50am (CLRE 301)

Section 034: Friday 12:00-12:50pm (RAMY N1B31)

Overview: This course is designed to supplement the SOCY 1001 lecture material. My responsibility as the recitation instructor is to provide greater clarity to the issues and/or material that is presented in the larger lecture classes, as well as the supplementary readings. My overarching objective is to help cultivate your sociological imagination, mainly by providing some real-life applicability to the material we cover in class. Keeping with this aim, I will tailor our class (1) to help you better understand the content of what is covered in class and (2) to have the material make sense in your everyday lives.

EVALUATION (Repeated from Course Syllabus, with comments)

Tests: Two multiple-choice exams and one comprehensive final exam (44 pts, 66 pts, and 90pts respectively). These tests are graded via Scantron. Hand-grading, for ANY (student-driven) reason, results in a loss of 5 raw score points (i.e., a hand-graded test score of 40 points will be recorded as 35).

Writing Practice: There will be 3 short (2-3 page) papers due throughout the semester.  Details are posted on CU Learn and will be discussed in recitation. (80+20 final eval/utopia) I believe in developing strong writers and tend to grade papers with an eye toward developing good writing habits/techniques. I also write comments and notations on every paper. If you are concerned about writing, come see me early in the semester for help.

Recitation: Each week at the beginning of recitation, you will submit a question or comment derived from the week’s readings. These questions will also serve to track your attendance (5 pts each). I expect at least 12 questions/comments submitted from each student. The remaining 20 points will come from in-class assignments (80 pts).

Learning Community Participation: This will involve on-line contributions that give feedback on students’ and instructors’ contributions to the class meetings, participation in on-line discussion threads through offering insights, provocative questions, and/or new topics. (40 pts) Dr. Walden grades these posts, and breaks them up into chunks. I recommend spacing out postings through the semester to maximize points.
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I encourage you all to be active participants in your learning experience. This means that within my schedule (because I am a student as well), I have an open door policy. Please feel free to discuss/argue test questions, grades, pedagogy, with me. If you choose, you are free to have Dr. Walden re-grade a paper; the caveat is, her decision is binding, and she reserves the right to LOWER the grade I assigned.

Attendance: The nature of this class makes attendance pretty crucial, for your own learning as well as other students’. At the beginning of each class, I will ask you to submit a question or comment about the readings. These submissions will determine your attendance grade. I will look for at least 12 weekly comments from each student.

Class supplies: We will be moving around a lot in class, and doing lots of class activities from the text, please do not bring laptops to class, but bring your books/readings to every meeting. I prefer that you print your readings in advance of class, but will make exceptions for laptops to refer to PDFs posted on CULearn.

Participation/Contacting your TA: Because this class is meant to help you better understand the material covered in the larger lectures, your participation is important in the learning process. Your participation grade will be made up of in-class assignments, small group work, and, of course, your participation in classroom discussion. In addition to this, your participation grade will be dependent on your behavior in the classroom. We will cover a number of potentially sensitive subject areas throughout this course, and while I encourage everyone to think independently and critically, we have to maintain a courteous and respectful classroom environment. The behavior component of your participation grade will also include you showing up to class on time, being attentive in class, and adhering to the Classroom Agreements.

In addition, I want to reiterate that when it comes to sexuality, I want you to feel free and comfortable. If speaking up in class is a problem, you are free to email me with questions and concerns, or submit anonymous comments in my office in Ketchum 35 (slide under the door or place on my desk). Just make sure you indicate your recitation number on anything you submit.

I have an email policy similar to that of Dr. Walden’s; I answer all emails once daily, so please allow at least 24 hours to receive a response, and I take weekends off. If you have a pressing question regarding an assignment, allow at least 48 hours before it is due to make an appointment or send me an email. Lack of planning is no excuse for late work.

Finally, Dr. Walden and I have worked hard to provide most of the information you need for this class online. I reserve the right to ignore all emails with questions that can be answered by the syllabus, writing guidelines, or some other resource we put on CULearn. 

Schedule: Make sure that you stay current with the readings listed on Professor Walden’s syllabus (available on CULearn). The readings are to be completed before you come to recitation. We will many times engage with the online and supplementary readings so make sure you are up to date with these readings, as well as those from the book(s). 

Important Dates: 
January 21: Course Agreement Due (you will be dropped otherwise!)
February 11: Test 1

March 11: Test 2

May 4 (4:30-7:00): Final Exam 

Disclaimers: Once I hand work back to you, please keep all of it in a folder or a safe place of your choosing. If by chance something happens and you need to dispute a grade, it is your responsibility to provide the work that was graded. This is consistent with University policy.

Grades: I cannot, and will not, give specific grade information to you in any online forum. You must come to me in office hours if you have concerns about specific grades or grading. All information shared online is public information, and grades are very private.

Student Contact Information:

In the event that you are unable to attend a lecture or recitation, it is solely your responsibility to get class notes and other course related information from your classmates. Class notes will not be provided by me or Dr. Walden.

Name:_______________E-Mail:_____________________________Phone:_________________

Name:_______________E-Mail:_____________________________Phone:_________________

