Environment and Society - SOCY 2077

Fall 2009
Time: Tuesday/Thursday 9:30-10:20 AM
Room: HMLS 252
Instructor: Dr. Joyce Nielsen   joyce.nielsen@colorado.edu
Office: Ketchum 310
Office Hours: Tues 2-4 PM, Wed 10:30 AM-12:30 or by appointment
TA: Adelle Monteblanco
adelle.monteblanco@colorado.edu
Office: Ketchum 419
Office Hours: Tues 10:45-12:45 or by appointment 
Web Hours: announced at a later date
Recitation times and locations:
Section 011: Monday 10 am, Atlas 1B31
Section 012: Monday 2 pm, Clre 301
Section 013: Tuesday 2 pm, Muen E064
Required Text:
Bell, Michael Mayerfeld. An Invitation to Environmental Sociology 2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.
Course Description:  This survey course introduces and integrates sociological basics and environmental topics.  The guiding theme is that environmental issues are social issues as much as they are material and ecological.  The course elaborates basic ecological/environmental concepts such as environmentalisms, modes of consumption, sustainability, wilderness, ecological footprint, environmental justice, and sociological fundamentals such as social construction of reality, socioeconomic status, globalization, commodification, spirit of capitalism. 
Class Rules
1) No laptops during lecture/recitation

2) Be on time, do not pack up early
3) Learn and become familiar with the CULearn website immediately. If there are technical problems, please call ITS 303-735-4357 (5-HELP)
· If you require certain accommodations because of a disability, please let us know by the end of the third week so that your learning needs may be appropriately met.  You will need to provide documentation from Disability Services (Willard 322 303-492-8671 www.colorado.edu/sacs/disabilityservices)
· We (the instructor, TA, and students) are expected to adhere to the behavior standards listed in the Rights and Responsibilities Regarding Standards of Conduct.  The specific policy may be found at www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
· Both students and faculty are expected to abide by the University’s honor code.  The specifics can be found at www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode.  Cheating and plagiarizing will result in a failing grade for either or both the assignment and the course.  Information on what constitutes these behaviors can be found in the honor code document if you have any questions. 
· Sexual harassment is not tolerated.  For more information on maintaining a fair and safe environment and sexual harassment policies and reporting see www.colorado.edu/sexualharassment or call the Office of Sexual harassment at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  
· The Writing Center: Meet one-to-one with a writing consultant for sound advice at ANY stage of your writing process. They teach you strategies to formulate and organize strong thesis statements, use and cite evidence appropriately, master style and grammar, and overcome writing anxiety. Services are free to all CU students. Please visit http://www.colorado.edu/pwr/writingcenter.html  The Writing Center is located in Norlin Library, Room E-156. For more information on the Writing Center please email wrtghelp@colorado.edu or call (303)735-6906. 
Classmate Information:

We suggest that you obtain the contact information of a few of your classmates - this benefits everyone. You will be required to have the below spaces filled by the second week of class, your recitation instructor will check the names off. You should consider those on this list as resources for notes, questions and a future study buddy. 

Name:




Email:





Name:




Email:


Assignment 
Points

Due/Occurs in Rec/Lec
Due Dates

Grade Tracker

Initial Eco Footprint   25


Recitation

Aug 31/Sept 1

____/25



Quiz Chapter 1
25


Lecture

Sep 8


____/25

Exam 1 

150 


Lecture

Oct 1  


____/150
Draft, Position Paper 25 


Recitation

Oct12/13 

____/25
Exam 2 

150 


Lecture

Nov 5 


____/150
Adventures Completed
100

Recitation

Nov 9/10

____100


Reflection
50


Recitation

Nov 9/10

____50

Final Position Paper 50 


Recitation

Nov 30/Dec 1 

____/50
Final 

200 


Lecture

Dec 14 

___/200
Final Eco Footprint  25


Lecture

Dec 14


____/25
Attendance/Participation


lecture

50


5%





____/50


recitation
50


5%





____/50

Recitation in class activities 100

10%





____/100











Total: 
____1000
Exams:

Exams will be both quantitative (~75%) and qualitative (~25%). The final will be cumulative.  Make up exams will not be allowed without valid documentation. NO EXCEPTIONS, so please mark test dates in your calendar. Exams will be made up of multiple choice questions (scan-tron), a few short answer questions, and 1 short essay question. Test questions will be comprised from the text, lecture and recitation. This will be discussed at length at a later date. 
Attendance, Participation and preparation
Attendance is essential to a decent grade, given the structure of the class.  As you can see from above, attendance/participation in your lecture and recitation account for a large portion of your grade. Absences for whatever reason result in you missing important material and providing unique insight in discussion. Therefore if you are absent, you are absent, regardless of why. YOU are responsible for speaking with a colleague to find out if new instructions were given in class and copy any notes you missed. Most importantly we ask that you NOT send an e-mail informing of us of your future or previous absence. If there is a legitimate excuse, please speak with Dr. Nielsen or Adelle Monteblanco directly, and bring valid documentation. If you miss a video in class, most of them can be checked out at the library or watched in the E center with an appointment scheduled with Sara Dawn Haynes. 
Disclaimer: When you receive graded assignments please keep them in a folder or a safe place of your choosing. If your final grade does not reflect past assignments and tests accurately, it is your responsibility to provide the graded work to be looked at for review. This is consistent with University policy. All work handed in MUST include your full name and recitation number. Homework must be completed in 12 pt font with 1 inch margins. 
Overview of larger homework assignments. More specific information will be made available for this assignment as the due date approaches.

Position Letter: 
It is important for you as a citizen or resident of this city, state, country, and planet to make your voice heard. This ensures that one certain point of view does not predominate, and is the irreducible check on this uniquely American democratic process. This letter will be due late in the semester, and I will expect you, as an informed resident/citizen, to be articulate and intelligent (using ideas and facts from class) to make an appeal to any elected official, policymaker, or local newspaper you wish. Elected officials may include members of the City Council, the University President, your Congressperson, the President of the United States, or even global bodies, if you wish. If you have a question about the addressee of your letter, consult the TA or Instructor.  

Adventures/ Community-based learning:

Participation in community-based learning outside of this class is mandatory. Think of it as an additional text. In some way or another you will become personally engaged with the environmental issues we discuss in class. (One of the themes of this year’s first year/transfer orientation is “Get Involved.”). We hope that the subjects discussed in class will be enhanced by your community experiences. Learning outside of the classroom provides additional context. We expect that you will come into contact with multiple perspectives and that this experience provides supplementary opportunities for analysis. 

More specifically this requirement is fulfilled by 10 hours of community-based adventures. The community can include campus, Boulder, Denver, etc. We promise to work with you and your schedule and there will be many opportunities for engagement. This assignment will be discussed in-depth the second week of class. 
Course Schedule
(Complete readings prior to either your first recitation or first lecture of the week)
PART 1: THE MATERIAL
Week 1, August 24: Introduction 
Reading assignment due: Chapter 1, "Environmental Problems and Society"  (by Thurs Lecture)
M/T Recitation: Student questionnaire, Meet your TA, Film: Ecological Footprint
T Lecture: Introduction and Overview
Th Lecture: Some Sociological Basics
Week 2, Aug 31: Consumption and Materialism
Due: Chapter 2, Assignment: Ecological Footprint plus analysis
M Rec: No Class

T Rec: Group Activity: Magazines and consumption ads, Review Chapter 1 and 2 
T Lecture: Story of Stuff Video (storyofstuff.com) and Discussion
Th Lecture: 
Discuss Adventures Assignment 
Guest from E Center: Sarah Dawn Haynes
Week 3, September 7: Money and Machines 

Due: Chapter 3
M/T Rec: Treadmill of Production, Convenience, McDonaldization, 

Group Activity: Impacts from Technological purchases
T Lec: Quiz over chapter 1. 

Social Construction of technology. 
Th Lec: Commodities and commodification
Week 4, September 14: Population and Development
Due: Chapter 4
M/T Rec: Zero population growth, reproductive rights as it relates to the environment
T Lec: Apocalyptic themes in academic and popular culture
Th Lec: Globalization, food as political
Week 5, September 21: Body and Health
Due: Chapter 5
M/T Rec: Health and Environment, Clip: “From Placenta to Puberty” by Sandra Steingraber
T Lec: “Invironment,” environmental justice

Th Lec: Discuss Position Letter
Week 6, September 28: 
Due: No reading, review notes/textbook
M/T Rec: Review, introduction to Biomimicry, clip: “100 Lessons Learned”
T: Review
Th: Exam 1, October 1
PART 2: IDEOLOGY
Week 7, October 5: The Ideology of Environmental Domination

Due: Chapter 6
M/T Rec: Domination and Environmental Education, Video Clip: Nature Deficit Disorder
T Lec: Theories of environmental domination
Th Lec: Ecofeminism
Week 8, October 12: The Ideology of Environmental Concern
Due: Chapter 7 (except section on pp. 178-181) 
M/T Rec:  Environmental History 

     Due: First draft of position letter (bring 3 copies to recitation – stapled)
T Lec: Silent Spring film?  
Th Lec: Theories of environmentalism 
Week 9, October 19: The Human Nature of Nature
Due: Chapter 8 (except pp. 192-195 and pp. 204-208) 
M/T Rec: Constructing wilderness, which species/ecosystems do we conserve? 

Group Activity: What is “nature”, how is it valued, can it escape social interests?
T Lec: Holism-separatism, Social construction of nature
Th Lec: Wilderness, dual consciousness, ghosts of place
Week 10, October 26: The Rationality of Risk
Due: Chapter 9 (only section on pp. 220-225; rest of chapter is excluded) 
M/T Rec: Disaster Perception and Preparedness, Adelle’s research, John Stewart Clip
T Lec: "Natural" Disasters
Th Lec: Disasters continued
Week 11, November 2:
Due: No reading, review notes/textbook 
M/T Rec: Group Activity: Environmental risk perspectives, Test Review 

T Lec: Review
Th Lec: Exam 2, November 5
PART 3: PRACTICAL ACTION 

Week 12, November 9: Mobilizing the Ecological Society
Due: Chapter 10 (Read only section on pp. 242-253; rest of chapter is excluded) 
M/T Rec: Group Activity: Tragedy of the commons

Adventures Due: completed hours with paper reflection. Present informally to class
T Lec: Tragedy of commons pro and con

Th Lec: Filmed presentation and discussion: Michael Pollen: Beyond the Label 
Week 13, November 16: Governing the Ecological Society
Due: Chapter 11
M/T Rec: Indigenous communities and climate change.
T Lec: Virtual environmentalism
Th Lec: Greening Capitalism
Week 14: NO CLASSES ~ FALL BREAK ~ ENJOY

Week 15, November 30: 
M/T Rec: Final Position Letter due – you will share with your classmates. 
T Lec: Good news?
Th Lec: More good news?
Week 16, December 7: Review
M/T Rec: Discussion: is Environmental Education a guilt trip? Final Review

T Lec: Review
Th Lec: Review
FINAL EXAM: 
Location: Hellems 252, Monday Dec 14, 7:30-10:00 pm

Due: 2 pg paper on updated ecological footprint. 

1

