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Syllabus

Sociology 3002—Population and Society
Fall, 2004

Instructor—JT Young

EKLC E1B20

MWF 1-1:50pm

Course Objectives: The course will introduce you to an in-depth view of population studies.
The demographic processes (Fertility, Mortality and Migration) and structures (variations in age,
gender, race and ethnicity, socio-economic status, family relations, political views, the
environment and health) will provide a look at our social, globalized world. The goal of the
course is to provide information and techniques useful to further study of demography and other

social issues.

Course Structure: The class will be presented with lectures, class presentations and discussions.
In each weekly period assigned readings on a particular area in demography will focus your
efforts and assist you in participation in discussion. Extra readings from the list provided will
allow you to research, present and write about a topic in demography in a more in-depth fashion.
The combination of a paper, a presentation in class and two tests (along with attendance as noted
below) with comprise your contribution to the class and will determine your grade.

Office Hours and Email: I would like you to reach me, anytime, by email
({TYoungMD@aol.com or Joseph.T.Young@colorado.edu). I do not have an office, therefore
office hours are held at Starbucks at University and Broadway at 4pm Mondays and
Wednesdays. An appointment at other times is by arrangement. Email is answered several times

a day so, use that first.

Required Readings: Weeks, J. (2002) Population. 8™ edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
Also read selected books on the list at the end of this syllabus.

Paper and Presentation: You will be divided into groups of 3-4 students to present a book
review and critique in class on Fridays beginning in October. There will be 20-25 groups because
of the size of the class, thus limiting your presentations to 10-15 minutes each. The team will
present a book from the list provided, review it’s contents and epistemology, and critique the
book from a demographic perspective. Specifics of the presentation will follow and you must
clear your choice with me. A paper written by the group summarizing your ideas will follow
exactly one week after your presentation. The paper format will also be detailed later. These
books are not simple or short and I expect each person to read the entire book and contribute
equally to the presentation and paper. Your grade (40% of the total—20% for presentation and
20% for the paper—will be determined by your ability to find compatible workmates and
cooperate on this project. The same grade will be given to each member of the team—everyone
must pull his or her weight, so that you may do well. Details will be forthcoming—the paper will
be 8-10 pages plus appropriate references (not just the book). The paper will be typed, 12 font,
double-spaced and styled in the manner to be discussed later. Library research will be necessary
for the paper. Use the ASA citation format found on their website (asanet.org). No newspaper,
website or magazine citations are acceptable. Spell checking is a must. Late papers will be




downgrade one entire letter grade for each day of lateness unless prior arrangements have been
made by email.

Tests: There will be a midterm and a final exam in the course, each counting 30% of your grade.
Late exams are by PRIOR arrangement only. Even if you are sick, you must email me BEFORE
the exam if you are going to miss. No exceptions. You will receive a 0% on the test if you do not
follow this rule.

Attendance: Attendance is crucial to your success in this class. Those who have fewer than four
recorded absences will have their grades increased three points in the final grade. Those with
seven or more absences will lose 4 points on their final grades. Attendance will be taken at least
once a week. Excused absences will not count toward the total, but they must be arranged
PRIOR to the class missed.

Disabilities and Harassment: If you qualify for special consideration because of a disability,
see me privately and bring me the requisite form. I will accommodate you (Disability services is
303-492-8671 or www. colorado.edu/disabilityservices). The same is true for sexual harassment
issues. If you are sensitive to issues discussed in this class of a sexual nature, see me privately
and I will accommodate you. There is never any intention to offend or harass.

Grades: Tests (2) 30% each=60%

Presentation =20%
Paper =20%
100%

Attendance adjustment at the end of class.
The standard CU Grade Scale applies.
Tests are multiple choice and are not cumulative.

Class Schedule

Week Topic Other

Wk1 (8/23) Introduction Weeks 1-37

Wk2 (8/30) Demographic Data Weeks 41-77

Wk3 (9/6) Demographic Theory Weeks 78-113
No class Monday

Wk4 (9/13) Mortality Weeks 117-140

WKS (9/20) Mortality Weeks 141-165

Wko6 (9/27) Fertility Weeks 166-202

No class Friday



WK7 (10/4) Fertility , Weeks 203-245

Midterm Friday 10/8
Wk8 (10/11) Migration Weeks 246-289
Presentations Begin
Wk9 (10/18) Age and Sex Weeks 291-335
Wk10 (10/25) Life Course Weeks 336-370
WkI11 (11/1) Family Issues Weeks 371-422
Wk12 (11/8) Urban Demography Weeks 423-460
Wk12 (11/15) Environmental Perspectives ~ Weeks 463-511
Wk13 (11/22) Policy Issues Weeks 513-557
No class Friday
Wk14 (11/29) Demographics Weeks 558-584
Wk15 (12/6) Health Demography No readings
Presentations Wednesday
No class Friday

Final Wednesday 12/15 10:30am — 1:00pm
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