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Sociology 4461-002
CRITICAL THINKING IN SOCIOLOGY
Fall 2000

Instructor: Eleanor A. Hubbard

Class: 11-12:15a.m.; T/R; EKLC M203 Office: Ketchum 11A

Mailbox: Ketchum 220 (Sociology Department)

Office Hours: Before or after class, by email or phone, or by appointment.
Home Phone: 303-494-9718; Email: ::gmao@maww.oo_oaao.aac

Course Content

The focus of this course is learning to think and write critically. We will be using popular
culture as the arena for our exploration. Our sociological analysis of popular culture will include
topics such as youth sub-cultures, media genres, and commodification, consumption, and
appropriation of and resistance to popular culture. We will be using a variety of lenses to look at
popular culture, including gender, race, class, age, disabilities, and sexual orientation. We will be
exploring important personal and social issues, using a critical scholarship to understand and
analyze them. You will not be a passive recipient of knowledge in this class, because you will be
expected to actively participate in in-depth study, lively discussions, written and oral
assignments, and individual and group assignments.

Required Texts

Dines, Gail and Jean M. Humez (eds.) (1995) Gender, Race and Class in Media: A Text-Reader.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Course Requirements

1. Four (4) 5-7 pp. critical studijes assignments; see separate assignment sheet for details, duc 9/7,
9/14,9/28, 10/12, 10/19 (worth 20% of your grade)

2. A mid-term exam, 10/24 (worth 20% of your grade).

3. Individual and group in-class activities, due throughout the semester (worth 10% of vour
grade).

A._Attendance and participation

B. Short oral and written activities, as assigned

C. Team presentations,

D. Research proposal, due 9/21

E. Rough Draft, due 11/16

4. A 15 pp. Critical Thinking Research project: see separate assignment sheet for details, (worth
50% of your grade)

A. Oral presentation, due 12/9

B. Written presentation, due 12/14
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Socy 4461
Course Outline
Week Date Topic Assignment
1 8/28,30 A Critical Cultural Studies Preface/Introductions
(pp. 1-4, 71-76, 161-68, 229-236,
319-24, 395-402, 479-87, 545-6).
2 9/5,7 Thinking Critically Articles 1, 10, 17, 55
“Reality TV” Assignment #1 due
Student Information Sheet due
3 9/12,14 Pluralism & Difference Articles 2, 13, 15, 19
Race, Class, Gender Assignment #2 due
4 9/19,21 Culture & Celebrity Article 9
Body Modification Research Proposal/
Critical Analysis due
5 926,28 The Entertainment Culture Assignment #3 due
6 10/4 Talk Shows .
Fall Break
7 1010, 12 Sex and Violence D-Articles 18, 21, 51
Assignment #4 due
8 10/17, 19 Assignment # 5 due
9 10/24,26 Mid-term Exam
10 10/31,11/2 Library Days
11 11/7,9 Pluralism & Difference Team Presentations
12 11/14,16 Appropriation and Resistance Team Presentations
Rough Draft due
13 11721 Pornography Team Presentations
Thanksgiving Break
14 11/28,30 Violence Team Presentations
15 12/5,7
16 12/12,14

Oral wammm:ﬁmmoz:mma&mf December 9, 8-12 a.m.

Final Paper due--December 14
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Team Presentations .

Each student will be assigned to a team; each team will be responsible for presentin glo
the class the articles assigned. The purpose of the team presentations is to become more familiar
with the conceptual framework of cultural studies and its methodologies. An assignment sheet
will be given with further details about these presentations.

Critical Thinking Research Project

Qualitative research and cultural studies methods are very labor intensive, but
they should also be fun. The most important way to make the project fun, or at least
interesting, is to choose your topic carefully. This is the first phase of research: choosing
what you are interested in doing and deciding how you are going to accomplish it (the
research proposal). The research proposal must include the question guiding your
research (given you only have a semester to complete your research, I suggest strongly
that you have no more than one narrowly defined question). The second phase of the
research involves carefully collecting empirical materials (data collection). The last phase
of the research is to make sense of your observations sociologically. This will require a
literature review, thoughtful analysis, coding categories, and writing up your research.
This is not research which can be accomplished a few days before the research paper is
due.

There are many research topics and methods available for your use. You may
choose to do production and political economy, textual analysis, or audience reception or
use of media culture. .

Rather than designing their own research, some students may prefer to partici pate
in my on-going research (please see the attached proposal). In order to do so, follow the
instructions on the proposal sheet.

You are expected to produce two final products: a written report approximatel y15
pp. long and a 15 minute oral presentation of your research. The format of the wri tlen
report should include a title page; an abstract; the text including but not limited to an
introduction, methodology, findings and analysis of your empirical materials, a summary;
and a conclusion; and works cited. The panel format of the oral presentations will allow
each student the opportunity to present a brief overview of their research. You will be
expected to present the research not read from your paper.

Deadlines

Proposal due--due 9/21
Rough Draft of Research Paper --due 11/16
Oral wamma:ﬁmaoc:mmeamw. 12/9, 8-12 a.m.
Final Paper due--12/14
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Research Proposa] 1

Proposal Author: Eleanor A. Hubbard

Proposal Title: “That’s Not Funny!”: Gender Jokes and the Social Construction of
Gender.

Proposal Abstract: Gender jokes are jokes which use gender stereotypes to assert
the superiority of one gender over another. Using a gender perspective, I intend to
investigate the social consequences of gender jokes. Some of the questions guiding my
research are: For what purposes do women and men tel] Jokes about each other? Does
the purpose change due to the tellers’ gender and other social characteristics? What is the
role of the setting in telling gender jokes? Are gender Jokes a form of social control? 1
will be using grounded research methodology: gathering gender jokes by observing and
participating in setting in which gender jokes are told, coding them for analysis,
reviewing the literature on the role of humor in a society, and writing a final research
report.

Proposal Timeline:
data collection--
reviewing the literature-
data analysis--
writing the report--

Research Proposal 2
Proposal Title: Roseanne's | nfluence on the Television Sitcom

Proposal Abstract: I intend to trace the influence of Roseanne (aka Roseanne Barr, Roscannc

Arnold) on the Sitcom. It is my assumption that her sitcom is unique in American television
history in that lower class life is portrayed more faithfully than on prior sitcoms and its humor
emerges from family life that more closely parallels contemporary American family life than has
been previously represented. I will be reviewing the relevant sociological and cultural studics
literature, taping and viewing as many episodes of her show as possible, and doing a textual
analysis of the show. Since it is difficult to separate Roseanne's personality from her show, |
will also be critiquing the media persona which she has created.

Proposal Timeline
data collection--
reviewing the literature-
data analysis--
writing the report--
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