GRADUATE RESEARCH DESIGN
SOCY 5031 - 001

Spring 2010

Joanne Belknap, Ph.D.

IBS Bldg 1, Room 2 (1416 Broadway, next to Starbucks)

Phone: 303-735-2182


e-mail:joanne.belknap@colorado.edu


Office Hours:  Thursdays  9-11 a.m. and by appointment

REQUIRED READINGS
Singelton, Royce A., Jr., & Bruce C. Straits. (2010). Approaches to Social Research, 5th Ed.  New York: Oxford University Press. 

(If you get an earlier edition, please don’t ask me whether something might be covered in this edition that isn’t in a previous edition and if it is acceptable to get an earlier edition.  I won’t know.)
Other required readings are listed at the end of this syllabus and available on CULearn.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this course is to provide you with an understanding of the purposes behind social science research, the concepts and logic of research designs, and to explore numerous research designs and approaches.  The goal is to familiarize the students with research methods in order to lay the groundwork for designing research projects, as well as to interpret research designs and findings of studies they read.  

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to me a letter from Disability Services in the first two weeks so that your needs be addressed. If you need any special accommodations for exams you must let me know by the third week of class! Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. Contact: 303-492-8671, Willard 322, and http://www.Colorado.EDU/disabilityservices.  If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see guidelines at
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/go.cgi?select=temporary.html.

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or
required attendance.  In this class, it is important that if the date of an exam is during a religious holiday you observe that you let me know immediately at the beginning of the semester so that we can decide what to do. In fact, it is helpful if you let me know in writing, by email, at the beginning of the semester any days you will miss due to religious observances.  Also, at the end of the semester I will drop three of the in-class/homework assignments.  Classes missed for any reason will be dropped.  Remember that if you need to miss for religious holidays that those “count” as any of the three missed, just like ones missed due to a flat tire, an illness, and so on will also “count.”  More specifically, you don’t get 3 missed and then additional day(s) for religious observance.   See full details at  http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to individuals and topics dealing with differences of race, culture, religion, politics, sexual orientation, gender, gender variance, and nationalities.  Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student's legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference early in the semester so that I may make appropriate changes to my records.  See policies at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html   and at http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code
The University of Colorado at Boulder policy on Discrimination and Harassment, the University of Colorado policy on Sexual Harassment and the University of Colorado policy on Amorous Relationships apply to all students, staff and faculty.  Any student, staff or faculty member who believes s/he has been the subject of sexual harassment or discrimination or harassment based upon race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, or veteran status should contact the Office of Discrimination and Harassment (ODH) at 303-492-2127 or the Office of Judicial Affairs at 303-492-5550.  Information about the ODH, the above referenced policies and the campus resources available to assist individuals regarding discrimination or harassment can be obtained at http://www.colorado.edu/odh

All students of the University of Colorado at Boulder are responsible for knowing and adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. Violations of this policy may include: cheating, plagiarism, aid of academic dishonesty, fabrication, lying, bribery, and threatening behavior.  All incidents of academic misconduct shall be reported to the Honor Code Council (honor@colorado.edu; 303-735-2273). Students who are found to be in violation of the academic integrity policy will be subject to both academic sanctions from the faculty member and non-academic sanctions (including but not limited to university probation, suspension, or expulsion). Other information on the Honor Code can be found at http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html  and at
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
GRADING
The students' final grades will be constituted by a mid-term (100 points), a final (150 points), in-class and homework assignments (100 points), term paper (100 points), and attendance and participation (50 points).  In-class assignments cannot be made-up.  Students will be allowed to drop their lowest grade on class/homework assignments.  Some class assignments and exam questions will rely on course readings that may or may not have been covered in class.  Thus, reading the assignments on time is important.  Furthermore, it should be clear from the grading process that perfect attendance is expected and necessary.  Anyone missing a class must be excused, and anyone missing more than two classes will be expected to drop the class.  Cheating results in failing the course. 
A
=
517 or more points

C
=
401-422 points

A-
=
495-516 points


C-
=
385-400 points

B+
=
478-494 points


D+
=
368-384 points

B
=
456-477 points


D
=
346-367 points

B-
=
440-455 points


D-
=
330-345 points

C+
=
423-439 points


F
= 
329 or fewer points

COURSE OUTLINE:  

Best if you read weekly readings in order listed for each week. S & S= required textbook
Week
Date

Topic/Readings Due_________
1
Jan. 13         
Introduction     

               

(no readings)

2
Jan. 20        
The Nature of Science       

               

Read:  S & S: Chapters 1-2
3
Jan. 27

Elements of Research Design



Read:  S & S Chapter 4
4
Feb. 3         
Measurement
               

Read:  S & S Chapter 5
5
Feb. 10         
Sampling/Choosing a Research Site



Read: S & S Chapter 6
6
Feb. 17        
Experiments & Experimental Design



Read:  S & S Chapter 7 & 8
7
Feb. 24        
Mid-Term Exam
8
Mar. 3      
Survey Research



Read:  S & S Chapter 9



Peytchev et al. 2009
9
Mar. 10         
Survey Instrumentation
               

Read:  S & S Chapter 10    

10         Mar. 17        
Field Research (It’s very likely that we will start getting “behind” this  

 

week and so that the we will catch up later, probably on April 21)



Read:  S & S Chapter 11
11
Mar. 24

spring break

12
Mar. 31

Interviews and Focus Groups
Readings:  Briscoe & Woodgate (2010), Kusenback et al. (2010), Jinnah & Stoneman (2008), Olson et al. (2008)
13
Apr. 7

Research Using Available Data 



Read: S & S Chapter 12



Read: Newton et al. (2008), Hagan & Foster (2006)
14
Apr. 14

Studying Cultural Documents & Artifacts
Jacobs (2008), Weidner (2009), Gossett & Byrne (2002), Rutherford (2009), Shankman (2006)
15
Apr. 21

Multiple Methods & Evaluation Design



Read: S & S Chapters 13 & 14

16 
Apr. 28

Ethical Issues in Planning, Conducting, Analyzing, & Publishing



Read: S & S Chapter 3



Read: Goode (2002), Bell (2002), Manning (2002), Saguy (2002)
April 30

**************Term Paper Due 5:00**********
May 6

Final Exam :  Thursday 10:30 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.


Term Paper

These are guidelines and some of the below will work better (or at all) with one type of study versus another (mostly around qualitative or quantitative).  I would like to encourage all of you to try to design a study which includes both qualitative and quantitative parts, although this is not required.

I. Introduction 

A.  Statement of the Problem and Statement of the research question: Why is this a Problem and Why Should You Study It? (1/2 - 1 pp.)
B.  Rationale for the proposed study (1 paragraph to 1 page)
C.  Literature review/conceptual framework (2-4 pp.)
D.  Formal statement of the specific hypothesis to be investigated (a few lines unless more than one hypothesis)
II. Methods 

B.  Data Collection Methods (How do you intend to collect your data? 1-2 pp.)
C.  Theoretical and operational definitions of all major concepts (unless qualitative for operational definitions, and in that case write about what you might be looking for; 1-3 pages)
D.  Units of Analysis/Sample and Research Site (where appropriate) (1/2-1 pp.)
E.  Known and/or Potential Limitations of Your Study

F.  Known and/or Potential Ethical Issues in Your Study

G.  Potential Policy Implications (will depend on what you find 1 paragraph)
H.  Potential Future Research (will depend on your study)
III. References (at least 5 references)
Paper Expectations:
1. Page numbers in outline assumes double-spaced, 10-12 pt font.
2. Must be a study you haven’t already conducted or are not in the process of conducting.

3. Must have approval by me of topic by third week.

4. Must be independent work (not with another student or professor).

5. Papers should be handed in the last class and submitted on CULearn.

6. Ask me any questions, concerns, advice, and so on.

Other Required Readings
Bell, S.E. 2002. Sexualizing Research: Response to Erich Goode. Qualitative Sociology, 25(4): 535-539.
Briscoe, W.P., & Woodgate, R.L. 2010. Sustaining Self: The Lived Experience of Transition to Long-Term Ventilation. QUALITATIVE HEALTH RESEARCH, 20(1):57-67.

Goode, E. 2002. Sexual Involvement and Social Research in a Fat Civil Rights Organization. Qualitative Sociology, 25(4): 501-534.
Gossett, J.L., & Byrne, S. 2002. ‘Click Here’: A Content Analysis of Internet Rape Sites. Gender & Society, 16: 689 - 709.
Hagan, J., & Foster, H. 2006. Profiles of punishment and privilege: Secret and disputed deviance during the racialized transition to American adulthood. Crime, Law, & Social Change, 46: 65-85.

Jacobs, J. 2008. Memorializing the sacred: Kristallnacht in German national memory. Journal for The Scientific Study of Religion, 47(3): 485-498.
Jinnah,H.A., & Stoneman, Z. 2008.Parents' experiences in seeking child care for school age children with disabilities - Where does the system break down? Children and Youth Services Review,30(8): 967-977.
Kusenbach, M., Simms, J.L., & Tobin GA. 2010. Disaster vulnerability and evacuation readiness: coastal mobile home residents in Florida. Natural Hazards, 52(1): 79-95.

Manning, P.K. 2002. FATETHICS: Response to Erich Goode. Qualitative Sociology, 25(4): 541-47.
Newton, M.F., Keirns, C.C., Cunningham R., et al. 2008. Uninsured adults presenting to US emergency departments - Assumptions vs data. JAMA, 300(16):1914-1924.
Olson,C.K., Kutner, L.A., & Warner, D.E. 2008. The role of violent video game content in adolescent development: Boys' perspectives.  Journal of Adolescent Research, 23(1): 55-75.. 
Peytchev A, Baxter RK, Carley-Baxter LR. 2009. Not All Survey Effort Is Equal Reduction Of Nonresponse Bias and Nonresponse Error. Public Opinion Quarterly, 73(4):785-806.

Rutherford, M.B. 2009. Children’s Autonomy and Responsibility: An Analysis of Childrearing Advice. Qualitative Sociology, 32(4):337-353.

Saguy, A.C. 2002. Sex, Inequality, and Ethnography: Response to Erich Goode. Qualitative Sociology, 25(4): 549-556.

Shankman, P . 2006. Virginity and veracity: Rereading historical sources in the Mead-Freeman controversy.  Ethnohistory, 33(3): 479-505.

Weidner, R.R. 2009. Methamphetamine in Three Small Midwestern Cities: Evidence of a Moral Panic. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 41(3): 227-239.
